ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC CHURCH
AUGUSTINIAN FATHERS

185 St. Thomas Drive
OJAl, CALIFORNIA 93023

December, 1988

Dear Members of St. Thomas Parish,

Advent is a yearly reminder of God's continuing power to make all
things new. When the world seemed old and locked into centuries long
habits of oppression and hatred, a child was born bearing in his tiny
body the promise of peace, of freedom, of good-will to all. God's
activity is never bounded by our limitations nor His providence impeded
by present circumstances. He continues to be a God of the unexpected, a
God of surprises.

God does, however, make use of what is and what has been to create
what will be. The Son was born into a world carefully prepared to
receive Him. Prophets had foretold His coming, saintly men and women
had progressively experienced and proclaimed the God who would be made
manifest in the manager.

These reflections come to me as we begin our first Advent together.
What God calls us to is greater than we can imagine and must seem far
beyond our capabilities. To be Church is to be Christ so that the
wonder of God present among us is experienced ever fresh and ever anew.

But jsut as Jesus took flesh with a particular geneclogy having
its own inherited traits and characteristics, so Christ comes alive
here in a parish with its own history and particulars. Fr. Jim's
enthusiasm and talent for organization, Fr. Tom's quiet dedication, Fr.
Steve's and Fr. Harry's special gifts as well as the countless contribu-
tions of time, talent and self from parishioners make up the "geneology”
of Christ's embodiment here. No contribution has been Tost.

We begin Advent, then, with a deep sense of respect and gratitude
for what has gone before and we await with hope and anticipation God's
unpredictable ways of shaping a community into a body for Himself, a
form for manifesting ever more clearly his presence among us.

in Christ,



ST, THOMAS AGUINAS CATHOUIC CHURCH
AUGUSTINIAN FATHERS

185 St. Thomas Drive
0JAl, CALIFORMIA 23022

January, 1990

Dean Parishioners of SE€. Thomas Aquines,

Anothen yean has passed and scmetimes 1 gek fhe geeling of
having missed it, By every published Lindex, I was a non-participant.
T saw nene of Lhe ten best movies, iead nowe of the best-sellens non
watched any oward winning T.V. T wasn'i there af any of £he great
moments in sponts and dide'it feel the mighty earthqucke. Nobody asked
my advice on invading Panama nor my counsel oh conditions Ln Easienn
Ewrope. 1 did get my picture faken wilh the pope huwt it was a ghoup
shot and that's as close as I came to The moldens and shapens of the
yean. 1989 seems fo have gome by without me.

So thene is comfont and reassurance as fhe Chukch puts begorne us
in the Litungy of New Year's Day the image 0§ Marny hidden away in a
nemote conner of the wonkd neflecting on the wonderns God had wonrked
in hen Life. (Who, by the way, were the 25 mosi fascinating personal-
ities of that year and what were the 5 most news worthy events?)
Marny's necoflections were wnoi about the momentous events shaping Lhe
histony of herw time but of the Lovding action of God in hen own Life.
Undisturbed by predictions and forecasts, she Loshed o the future
without anxiely.

1 hnow of no better New Year's wish than that we foo may Live in

time as Mary did:s all the past a memdng of God's Loving care, the
present a total “yes" to his wifl, afl the {utuie peacefully Ln his

keeping.
Lot
e B ﬁ'



ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC THURGH
AUGUSTINIAN FATHERS

185 3% Thomes Drive
3J41, CALITORMIA DI0R2

Mareh, 1990

Dean Membens of St. Thomas Parish,

Each year dwiing Lent we are called Lo nengy ous (alth Fhiough
nepentance, sdernifice, neffection and pragex. Teo help ud Ln this effont
this year, the Litungy commitiee has adepted o program called, "From
Ashes to Easten," and shaped it £0 owr own paaish, The program makes use
0f the Sunday Liturgies, ghoup reffociions and discusslons and activities
fon the home.

The heant of Zhe progham &b the Sundey Lituigy. The seniptuwad and
prayen texts of the weeks of Lent focut on inilialion into the Pascal
Mysteny, that is, the death and rpswirection of Chadal. Fach week a
human experience and o aeligious symbel have been selected o fead us more
deeply into ithis centnol mystery of vwr gaiih and the Liturglel planned Lo
hightight our fourney.

The Monday evening soup suppens will pick up and foflow Lhrough on
the Sunday themes which will be developed furthen by a seaies of Apeakess
and discussed in smafl ghoups. Stations of the Cross, with in-put by
parishionens, will associate our day by day journey with the passage
thiough death to Lige of Jesus.

And finakly there are readings and suggested activities by which what
was begun on Sunday can be Zaken home and redfected on thuwugh the week.

"Enom Ashes to Easter," as any program, will nol autematically make
saints of us noa even make us betien. Convernsion L8 always o maiter o4
the heant open to Ged's grace and wanting fo change. The program, howeven,
does give a focus of Jesus s0 That at the end cf Leni, Easter will be fon
us a foyful celebration of nenewed £ife and falth in the nisen Lord.

1 invite you Lo panticipate as fully as you can An the program.

In Christ,



§T. THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC CHURCH
AUGUSTINIAN FATHERS

185 &t. Thomas Dvive
OJal, CALIFORMIA ©3023

Februany, 1990

Dean Members of St. Thomas Parnish,

T think it was the theofogian Karl Rahner who wrofe that the most powerful
shift that came about at Yatican Courcif 11 occured not An any 04 ithe documents
but sathen when the participants sas themselves. As the twenty-thiee hundred plus
bishops §ited down down the majestic nave of St. Peten's, toeok fhedin places Ain the
specially constructed stands and Lovked across fhe manble pavement at one another, -
they saw mostly black, oniental and hispanic faces. The consentralion of teachess
had shifted from Euwrope and Nonth America to Asia, Afnica and South America. In a
sense never realized befone, the Chwich was Catholic, a truly workd chunch.

The aeoent Anaheim Religiows Education Conghress Ls cenfainly nol an Ecumenical
Council but it did bring togethen an estimated fwenty-six thousand Catholic
teachens and ministers from abl over the western states so it was 4 signigicant
event in the Life of the Church. FPosaibly agein the make-up of those who attended
may be as important as the aontenis of eny of the papews glven. T offen the impres-
sions of someone {(me) who has been away from The American scene & gew years and fust
retwned.

By fan the mosit siniking observation is that what one saw was Laity. Granted
that priests and neliglouws have become hardern Zo spot even when present, the over-
whelming majority of teachers and ministens there were fay men and women. I, and
everybody who grew up before Vatiean 11, was faught and cared gon by priesits,
sistons and brothers. The Church was made present to me and 1 saw £t through the
medium of clengy and religiows. Such s 80 cbviously noil the case now non will be
again in owre Lives. Catholics today Learn about the Chunch and experience her care
thagugh Lay people. Teacher and student, givern and frecedver not only Look alike
but share the same Life style and experniences. The shift can't help bul be pnrofound,

The second observation is almost as sirniking. Mosit teachens and minisiers are
women. Af Loast in the United Stafes that has probably been true fok a Long Lime
but at there gets to be more subsidianity in the exercise 04 authority and decision
making becomes more cellaborative, the fact Lthat the vast mafority of "chuach people!
arne feminine becomes increasingly significant.

The thind ohservation may noi have been quite 50 obulous but it seemed £o me
that, unlike the Council's, the face of the Congress was sLALL predominately white
and Anglo. There may be many good reasons why the minornity groups Lhat make up a
Langen and Langen share of Cagholics were noi propontionately present but £t Looks as
if the Chwrch Ls Longely seen and funciions through the one predominant culture.

So much fon the physical, extewnal make-up 04 the Conghress persons. Impressions
¢f the changing idea of Chuach they harbored are much more personal and speculative
but 1 hazard Zwo.



The Chuwrch that was a matten of anterest at Lhe Congress wak not A0 much a
concept to be undenstood norn an institution fo befang to or noit bet a realddy Lo
be experienced. Chuteh "happens” sometimes more {ully and vitally than others.
Liturngy "wonks™ in some parishes and mot Ln athens. The expents may be helpful
to explain why Lt happens ar how Lt can work bettfen but these Lay men and
women didn'# seem to need any help knowing what o worshipning, senving chwich
L4 all about.

The qualities that seemed most scught afien in the Chunch wene those T see as
feminine: communidy, compassion, nwitwiing, accepling. Let me be quick Lo add 1
don' £ see these as weak v undesinable. IL does, however, make one ponder the now
and future rnofe of women in fhe Chwich.

Impressdons undigested and unsoited, fotfed down quickly as fhis newslelten
gues to press. T would weloome comments and/on othern neflections grom the Conghess.
The theme o4 fhe weekend was, "Voices that Challenge." 1t is best if those vodiced
ane hene in the panish and are hearnd day after day.

In Chaist,



ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC CHURCH
AUGUSTINIAN FATHERS

185 St. Thomas Drive
QJAl, CALIFORNIA 93023

April, 1990

Dear Members of St. Thomas Parish,

This month's letter with its Faster message will arrive right in the
midst of all the census material. The government is spending nearly three
billion dollars, employing a host of workers and using the most advanced
equipment to make this the most accurate count ever. The results will give
not only the latest numbers but page after page of charts and graphs. All
sorts of demographic, economic and sociological trends will be analyzed.
When all is finished, probably no pecple will ever have been so completely
and scientifically studied and described.

As qmportant and even necessary as such an effort is, it seems to me

that the message of Faster is precisély how limited and partial all such infor-
mation is. [t was during a census 2000 years ago that Jesus was born. Even
the most sensitive social/political sensors picked up nothing special about the
poor carpenter and his pregnant wife who came in from the hiil country to be
registered in Bethlehem. Thirty years later when the child, a country rabbi
now, was executed as a common criminal no one saw the event as historically
significant. Easter Sunday changed that forever.

On that day a few women and a handful of disciples came to realize that
Jesus who had been dead was alive. His work which seemed to have ended in
failure on Calvary was in fact triumphing. God who entered into history is
not confined by it but acts in it freely according to his own designs.

As we fill out the forms, then, let us be thankful for Easter which
guarantees that we are not statistics determined by a network of trends.
Jesus, the one who counts most for us, won't be counted in the tally at all.
His Spirit which moves where it wills figures in none of the predictions.
Through the resurrection Jesus passed from the constrictions of time and space
into a state of glory. By sharing in his risen 1ife, we live in the here and
now not determined by circumstances but open to a God who makes all things
new, who can bring life out of death itself.

In Christ,

A



ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC CHURCH
AUGUSTINIAN FATHERS

185 §t. Thpmas Drive
GJAl, CALIFORNIA 93023

June, 1920

Dear Members of 8St. Thomas Parish,

This is“thﬁ month I leaped into the post-industrial age.
The friendly Singer portabls on which over the years I pecked
out all my talks and letters is gone from beside my desk and
in its place is a formidable looking brand new computer.
From its mystericus, imparsconal depths I am trying to extract
this heart—-to—heart sharing,

How do I feel face-to-face with this space—age marvel?
Resent ful and intimidated, thank you. It seems to me the
last really necessary breakthrough in communication
technolagy was the ballpeint pen. Correcting can be messy
and Y've had a few whose spelling was a bit erratic but who
was complaining that we had to come up with something new?

To make matters worse, everybody seems to know more
about these things than I do. I'm not talking Jjust about the
real know—it-alls with their Jjargon about bytes and RAM and
PC~Run but about innccent looking second and third graders
who have no awarenesss that a precomputer world existed and
who take to the keyboard with the sase and naturalness that I
put pen to paper.

Maybe, though, it's not really computers that are
getting to me but changs and newness. It's June and the end
of a busy year. Maybe after the summer I’11 be at ease and
comfortabls in front of the screen. Maybe it’s like the Mass
in English or receiving from the cup or seeing women about
the altar — it just takes time getting used to.

In Christ,

o gt



ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC CHURCH
AUGUSTINIAN FATHERS

185 St. Thomas Drive
OJAI, CALIFORNIA 93023

July, 1990

Dear Members of St. Thomas Parish,

Last month I wrote about my own personal love/hate
affair with the computer. While that relationship continues
its up and down course, one that will make much more
difference to all of us is developing in the office next door
between Judy, our secretary, and the parish machine. You
have probably suspected something already from changes in the
bulletin.

The fascination with computers is that all at once you
can do things you never dreamed of or accomplish with the
punch of a key what would have taken hours. The disadvantage
is that nothing comes out that didn't in one way or anotherx
go in. Once our parish computer is set up we will be able to
obtain and work on information as never before but right now
we are faced with the problem of feeding into it the
preliminary raw data.

Hence the enclosed form and the designation of July 15
as Parish Census Sunday. Please £111 out the sheet as
accurately and completely as you can. Once completed, it can
be returned to the parish office or brought with you to any
of the Masses on the 15th. That Sunday in church people who
did not receive a mailing or did not yet £ill out the form
will have the opportunity to do so.

Thanks for your cooperation. Together we move ahead in
the high-tech era.

In Christ,

>
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&7, THOMAS AQUINAR
M@u%’mm@

185 8¢ Thomas Deivg
CJAL CALIFORMIA 2207

m.!

Dear Members of 8t. Thomas Parish,

Heaven's never ending day iz nof, fo m&, one of its moze
attractive featuzes and [ nevar snvy g unchanging now,
That our lives z2re £illed with b that seasons come
and go, that each vear brings th seguence of feasts
and annual events as well as 3 5 prismes, that some
things change, grow old and pass Lo wme to be a
cause for wonder zand gratitude.

The end of summer wvacation an ¥ start-up of
scheel is 2 goeod time to raflec npertance of
beginnings, the security of the sxpected and ths promise of
the new, In the parish so0 much will go on as ususl. As the
faithful have for centuries we maest easch Sunday around the
Loxrd’s table. All the same sacramenits, masny 0f the same
devetions, some of the sames ministries that nourished oux
paxentm and grandparents will be there fox us. Christmas,
Faster, the festival, 211 the familiar feasts and svents will
be coming around again. There is a comforting sameness we
can look forward to. Even some old fanilisy problems will
net have gohe away. But there will be changes, foo: baptisms
and funerals, weddings and marriages breaking up, people
meving in and old- *1WQI" moving away. New programs will start
up and old ones will have run thelr course. ¥e can count on
some successes but know there will be fallures teoo. The old
and the new, the lasting and the changling, winping some and
loging some, all have their place.

When I was in scheol work, I ayve amazad at the
enthusiasm and freshness wit} the young began each day
or each year. I hope the parish, zsfreshed and renewed by
the days of swwmer, takes up again with iike enthusiasm and
Ereshness our task "ever ancient 1 & l1iving out more
fully as a community the prese 7 cuxy midst.




Y. LINAS CATHOLIC CHURCH

TIIAN FATHERS

185 8 Thomas Drive
58, CALWCORNIA 93023

Qehtokexr, 1990

Dear Mewmbers of 5t. Thomas Parish,

qa, in a tormer life, T was the
cchonl, Tn that scheel, wmuch of the
handled by the gym mrRintanance wan.
nt on in kthe schnool, this was not
0T plﬂmﬁinﬂ on my part. Az a matter
the regulary ceounselling
: ing into personzl,

: stegories, sach with pressing
needs fox ey e, office
services dnu Lcstly materials‘ With no andg
not 3o meah o sit bhehind, %h cuc+ndman was a big-
hear ted ed the kids and 14n won thelr trust.
Am a rezi anging from whexre to college to
how to make girltriend were as cften as not
worked out sympathetlc advice

r‘}wvui

of the limits of management comes to

That experience
this month when the full array of parish ministries and
programs is revved and back in fW11 swing again., £Ln the

£ the statf rs, a serious effort has been nade
to discover and lv»pﬁnu to evexy }ndy'c needs and aspirations.
Like to like groups, enrichment opportunities, prayer
experiences and a wide range of services are operating and
available. With so much going on, it is koth humbling and
Comtottlng to know we haven't exhausted nor contained the
working 1y 4pirit. Tndividuals not on any committee
are visi s ¢k, sharing their faith, and helng good
neighhors. Couple too busy to attend any meetings are trying
to pass on the faith to children or keepD the faitn with
parents. Men and wemen not "active in the parish" may
: rgdom by prayer, good

et
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1
velt be actively
T
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rks and gqood ex: mp\au

locker room
tlie need for & 11 1 program but
it had ne monopod onn answers. The Holy
pﬁﬁvramu and structures doesn't
but should keep us from pride and
When we draw up the list of our
, we haven't got a full
irit is up te nor does the success
_ " Fell us necwessarily how the

in thsg valley.
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ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC CHURCH
AUGUSTINIAN FATHERS

185 St. Thomas Drive
0JAI, CALIFORNIA 93023

November, 1990

Dear Members of St. Thomas Parish,

Back in 1945 when I signed on with the Augustinians the life
expectancy of American Augustinian priests was 57 years. I
don't remember how I came to know that and I am not even
absolutely sure the information was accurate. What I do
remember is that the knowledge filled me with the same
anxious dread I experienced in physics class finding out that
the sun, sguandering energy at the present rate, will be
dark and cold in a mere six billion years or so. For a
teenager, 40 years is an unimaginable duration.

When we are young, death is a total stranger and life is
taken for granted. That attitude may be appropriate for
children but we live in a society that tries to perpetuate
it. People die not at home surrounded by family but hidden
away in hospitals or old people's homes. Actually, nobody
dies at all; they "pass away'" or are "deceased." Here in
California the trees and the flowers never go dormant but
seem to be perpetually in bloom. A frantic effort to
continue looking and acting young pretends we too can stay
forever in full vigor and denies the body's inevitable slow-
down and full stop.

Now that the Estimated Time of Departure has passed and I
have outlived predictions of my own demise, there is a
realistic awareness of mortality. I know that I have spent
more time than I have left and my birthday, receding further
and further into the past, commands less consideration than
the approaching last day . I don't find this morbid or
depressing. From all I believe, it is a wonderful place
where I am heading, Both parents and many good friends are
dead so I won't be alone when I get there.

November is a time to remember that paradoxically death is a
fact of life. It reminds us that we are just one part of a
Church which includes Suffering and Triumphant parts as well,
It is a time to remember that this tangible, visible here and
now we experience 50 forcefully is only a small fraction of a
reality immensely larger and more lasting. It is a humbling
month but one full of hope.

In ChrisE, i
AT
P.5. If in this mailing you receive a census form, it means
that we have as yelt not received yours. Please fill in and

return so that our file may be complete.



ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC CHURCH
AUGUSTINIAN FATHERS

185 &t Thomas Drive
QJAlL CALIFORNIY 93023

December, 1590

Dear Members cf St. Thomas Parish, ‘
Poor people spend a good part of their lives waiting., Early
any morning you can see some of them lined up on Ojai avenue
waiting for somebody to come along +ith an nffzr oF work,
They wait for buses, wailt for treatwent ir health ..o

* elinics, wait for benefits or documents ir qovernment
offices. The poor have no delusions sbowut bring in control
of their lives.

The rich on the other hand have secretaries, sppointment
calendars, chavffeurs and Rolex watches all getting them
without a second lost from one momentous appointment to
another. Nothing so marks one off as a person of conseguence
as not to be kept waiting. That may be why we are so
impatient. Waiting calls inte question our importance.

In 2dvent we enter into the most profound kind of poverty and
expectation - that of a creature before God. The world can
do nothing to make its savior come nor to hurry his arrival..
When he does appesr, it is as a poor child recognized by poor
shepherds. We are ready for the coming of Christ only if we
too are poor in spirit, waiting tc be made rich in him.

In Christ,

" g

i
&



