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St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church

Served by the Augustinians since 1926
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185 St. Thomas Dr., Ojai, CA, 93023
Office Phone Number—805 646 4338

Father Martin Yusuf, O.S.A.
Pastor

Father Fernando Lopez O.S.A.
Associate Pastor

Mass Times
Daily Mass Monday-Saturday
8:00 am

Saturday Vigil English 5:00pm In Residence:
Sabado Vigilia Esp afol 6:30pm Father Emmanuel Isaac, O.S.A.

Office Hours
Sunday Mass 9:30AM —1:30PM or by appointment

English 7:30am & 9:30am Office Email: office@stacojai.org

Misa Dominical www.stacojai.org

Espaiiol 11:30am




SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION ~
SACRAMENTO DE LA RECONCILIACION
Saturdays 3:30PM - 4:30PM

EXPOSITION AND ADORATION ~
EXPOSICION Y ADORACION

of the Blessed Sacrament ~ del Santisimo Sacramento
Thursday/Jueves 8:30AM-through
Saturday/Sabado morning Benediction 7:45AM

PRAYER LINE ~ LINEA DE ORACION
WEDDINGS ~ BODAS
BAPTISMS ~ BAUTISMOS
FUNERALS ~ FUNERALES
Contact Parish Office ~ Contacte la Oficina
(805) 646-4338 x 101

PRIVATE PRAYER ~ ORACION PRIVADA
Chapel open during Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament and upon request during
parish office hours.

La capilla permanece abierta durante la
Exposicién del Santisimo Sacramento,

Y bajo peticion durante el horario de oficina parroquial.
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Rosario en Espaiiol
Lunes, Martes y Viernes ® A las 6:00 pm
Miercoles ® A las 6:30 pm
Sabado ® A las 5:45 pm
Domingo ® A las 10:45 am

Rosary in English
To the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Fridays ® After the 8am mass
Sunday ® At 7:00 am
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INTENTIONS / INTENCIONES

Monday: 8:00AM | Marcia Middendorf ¥
8/3/2026 By: Extraordinary Ministers of the
Eucharist
Tuesday: 8:00AM |Sandra Ware
8/4/2026 By: Extraordinary Ministers of the
Eucharist
Wednesday: 800AM | Viltis Jutulis ¥
8/5/2026 By: The Teichert Family
Thursday:  8:00AM |Mary Gerard T
8/6/2026 By: Mary Kazmer
Friday: 8:00AM |Bob & Ellie Nelson ¥
8/7/2026 By: The Nelson Kids
Saturday: 8:00AM |Roy Bullard (L)
8/8/2026 By: Les & Mary Baker
William Leicht (L)
5:00 PM. | By: The Leicht Family
Sunday: 7:30AM | The People of St. Thomas
8/9/2026 Aquinas Parish
9:30AM | Bob & Marc Heller ¥
By: Arlene Heller

(L) Designates a Special Intention for Someone Living
|

Pray for the repose of the soul of:
Ed Devine, Raymond Frank, and
Bob Soares, who passed away
recently.
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1

May their souls and the souls of all of the faithful

Discover activities and ministries
On our parish website
www.stacojai.org




St. Thomas Aquinas Church

Iglesia de Santo Tomas de Aquino

A Letter form Fr. Martin Yusuf, O.S.A.

The Price of Redemption

Reflecting on the words of the Lord through the prophet
Isaiah in our first reading, St. Thomas of Villanova wrote:
“Dear Lord, you instructed, ‘Come, you who thirst, come
to the waters; come and buy wine and milk without cost.””
Buy for nothing.

But how can one buy this without a price? This cannot be
considered a purchase, for nothing is bought without a
price. What is received without a price is received freely, is
given freely: how then is it a purchase?

Here, the seller's goods are bought with the seller himself
paying the price. With your payment then, Lord, we buy
your goods for ourselves. With your blood we buy you for
ourselves; with your blood you have purchased us for the
Father.

Therefore, Lord, increase the price of such a good as much
as you want. The Water of Life which You Are is of
infinite value! Let the price of such water surge. Appraise
it as you will, Lord, for we can give nothing of ourselves in
payment. The Water of salvation must be purchased for us
by your own payment. Dear Lord, if you ask much, you
will grant much. If you ask little, then grant little. Left to
us, even our wildest riches cannot afford the payment of
such good of the highest quality.

What then, is the price of salvation? Your blood, good
Jesus, is the price. It is your payment and ours.

We buy, then, but without a cost, since we buy you with
your own payment. Twice you give yourself, when you
offer yourself as the price, and then you offer yourself as
what is purchased.

Dear Lord, you put yourself up for sale publicly, auctioned
yourself off, as it were, but you are to be bought by those
who love you.

(Coined from the reflection of St. Thomas of Villanova)

Fr. Martin Yusuf, OSA
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Save the Date — Parish Festival!
September 11th , 12th, and 13th

Join us for three days of faith, fellowship,
food, fun, and community celebration.
More details about activities, entertainment, food,
and volunteer opportunities will be shared soon.

Una carta del P. Martin Yusuf, O.S.A.

El precio de la Redencion

Reflexionando sobre las palabras del Sefor a través del
profeta Isaias en nuestra primera lectura, Santo Tomas de
Villanova escribio: "Querido Sefior, me mandaste: 'Venid,
los sedientos, venid a las aguas; venid y comprad vino y
leche sin costo." Comprad gratis.

Pero, jcomo se puede comprar esto sin un precio? Esto no
puede considerarse una compra, porque nada se compra sin
un precio. Lo que se recibe sin precio se recibe libremente,
se da libremente: ;cémo es entonces una compra?

Aqui, los bienes del vendedor se compran pagando el
precio por el vendedor mismo. Con tu pago, Sefor,
compramos tus bienes para nosotros. Con tu sangre te
compramos para nosotros; con tu sangre nos has comprado
para el Padre.

Por eso, Sefior, aumenta el precio de tal bien todo lo que
quieras. {El Agua de la Vida que eres es de valor infinito!
Deja que el precio de tal agua suba. Valora como quieras,
Sefior, porque no podemos dar nada de nosotros en pago.
El Agua de la salvacion debe comprarse para nosotros con
tu propio pago. Querido Sefior, si pides mucho, concederas
mucho. Si pides poco, concede poco. Si nos dejan a
nosotros, ni siquiera nuestras riquezas mas salvajes pueden
permitirse el pago de un bien de la mas alta calidad.

(Cuadl es entonces el precio de la salvacion? Tu sangre,
buen Jesus, es el precio. Es tu pago y el nuestro.
Compramos, entonces, pero sin costo, ya que te
compramos con tu propio pago. Dos veces te entregas;
cuando te ofreces como precio, y luego te ofreces como lo
que se compra.

Querido Sefior, te pusiste a la venta publicamente, te
subastaste, por asi decirlo, pero vas a ser comprado por
quienes te quieren.

(Acufiado a partir del reflexion de Santo Tomas de
Villanova)
P. Martin Yusuf, OSA

;Reserva la fecha: Festival Parroquial!

11, 12 y 13 de Septiembre

Acomparianos durante tres dias de fe, convivencia,
gastronomia, diversion y celebracion comunitaria.
Pronto compartiremos mas detalles sobre las
actividades, el entretenimiento, la comida y las
oportunidades de voluntariado.




St. Thomas Aquinas Church

Iglesia de Santo Tomas de Aquino

RSVP Today!

Wednesda
August 5, 2026
3:00-5:00pm

What you will learn:

risk from wildfires
St. Thomas

Agquinas Church
185 St. Thomas Dr
QOjai, CA 93023

Bereavement Ministry Invitation

"For more than three decades, the Bereavement
Ministry has been a quiet but powerful expression of
our parish's compassion and faith. What began
primarily as a ministry of hospitality through funeral
receptions has grown into a comprehensive outreach
that accompanies families through one of life's most
difficult journeys." Fr. Kirk

To continue this vital ministry to our parish, the
Bereavement members are requesting parishioners
to consider joining this ministry. Our members
contribute to this ministry in a variety of ways;
baking desserts, setting up the hall for receptions,
arranging flowers, serving during receptions, and
cleaning up the hall after receptions. We knit prayer
shawls, send Mass and sympathy cards and
remember the deceased in prayer.

Please join us to the ministry at a meeting in the
Parish library on August 3rd at 2 pm. We look
forward to welcoming new people to this
compassionate ministry.

For more information please send a
Text Paula Clarke 805-798-2966.

* How to communicate your home
improvements to insurers

+ How companies incorporate new
home standards for wildfire
readiness into their risk scoring

FireSafeOjai.org

Presented by The Ojai Valley Fire Safe Council
/ﬁ‘k

Fire

OJAl VALLEY

Expert Panelists:
Tom Pratt, Delos

+ How insurance companies assess

Andrew Engler, RockRose Risk
Jared Krause, Project TMRW

Linda Thompson, Farmers Insurance
Christopher Danch, OVFSC

Facilitated by
The Agora Foundation

Invitacién al Ministerio de
Acompaifiamiento en el Duelo

"Durante més de tres décadas, el Ministerio de
Acompafiamiento en el Duelo ha sido una expresion
silenciosa pero poderosa de la compasion y la fe de
nuestra parroquia. Lo que comenz6 principalmente
como un ministerio de hospitalidad a través de las
recepciones funerarias, ha evolucionado hasta
convertirse en una labor integral que acompafa a las
familias a través de una de las etapas mas dificiles de
la vida". — Padre Kirk

Para dar continuidad a este ministerio vital para
nuestra parroquia, los miembros del grupo invitan a
los feligreses a considerar unirse a esta labor.
Nuestros miembros colaboran de diversas maneras:
preparando postres, organizando el salon para las
recepciones, arreglando flores, sirviendo durante los
encuentros y realizando la limpieza posterior.
También tejemos chales de oracion, enviamos tarjetas
de condolencia y de intencién de Misa, y recordamos
a los difuntos en nuestras oraciones.

Acompaifienos a una reunion de el
ministerio el 3 de agosto a las 2:00 p. m. en la
biblioteca parroquial. Esperamos con ilusién dar la
bienvenida a nuevas personas a este ministerio
lleno de compasion.

Para mas informacién, por favor envie un mensaje
de texto a Paula Clarke al 805-798-2966.




St. Thomas Aquinas Church Iglesia de Santo Tomas de Aquino

Despensa de Comida

St. Vincent De Paul Open Pantry

. . St. Vincent De Paul
Invite your neighbors to come Invite a suS vecinos
Thursday, August 6, 2026 Jueves, Agosto 6, 2026
Signin: 8:30 am Registro: 8:30 am
Distribution: 9:30 am Distribucién: 9:30 am
Call (805) 646-4338 ext. 104 Llame (805) 646-4338 ext. 104
for more information & to volunteer. Leave a Para mas informacion y para ser voluntario. Deje
message, someone will return your call. un mensaje, alguien le devolvera la llamada.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider. Esta institucion ofrece igualdad de oportunidades.

For those of us who remember Fr. Peter Gelfer, O.H.
St. Joseph’s Chapel in the east end of Ojai

Our dear Fr. Peter Gelfer, O.H. has been asked to leave Los Angeles and is being reassigned to Miami,
Florida. When he left St. Joseph’s, it was during COVID and not many people had the opportunity to say goodbye
and wish him well.

Fr. Peter will be here Monday, August 10th to pray with us one last time by celebrating the 8am Mass.
Afterwards everyone is invited for a light breakfast in the clubhouse (the small building adjacent to the church)
and one last hug and blessing for Fr. Peter.

We hope many of you will join us as we bid him farewell.

“May the Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord
look upon you with favor, and give you peace.”

Ojai Valley Family Shelter Friend-Raiser Evento benéfico de Ojai Valley Family Shelter
Support our community and neighbors jApoye a nuestra comunidad y a los vecinos
in need at the Friend-Raiser event! que lo necesitan en este evento benéfico!
Enjoy great food, company, and community impact. Disfrute de excelente comida, buena compania y la
oportunidad de generar un impacto positivo en la
Saturday, Sept 19, 2026 | 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM comunidad.
Boccali's Pizza & Pasta (3277 E. Ojai Ave
Tickets: $65 advance / $75 day-of Sabado, Septiembre 19, 2026 | 4:00 pm - 6:00
P pm
Sponsorship opportunities are also ) Boccali's Pizza & Pasta (3277 E. Ojai Ave)
available starting at $250. % Entradas: $65 (anticipadas) / $75 (el dia del
| evento)

All proceeds directly benefit shelter SR

programs. Get tickets or learn more at
ojaivalleyfamilyshelter.com.
For more information contact:

Chris Johnson (805) 402-0506

Oportunidades de patrocinio disponibles desde
$250. Lo recaudado se destina directamente a
los programas del refugio. Adquierasus entradasu
obtenga més informacién en
ojaivalleyfamilyshelter.com
Para mas informacién, comuniquese con




St. Thomas Aquinas Church Iglesia de Santo Tomas de Aquino

REGISTRATION IS OPEN!
ON SUNDAY JULY 26, AND AUGUST 2,
FROM 11 - 1:30PM

.LAS INSCRIPCIONES ESTAN ABIERTAS!
LO'S DOMINGOS 26 DE JULIO Y 2 DE AGOSTO,
DE11:00 A.M. A1:30P. M.

CLASES START AUGUST 16TH!
LAS CLASES COMIENZAN EL 16 DE AGOSTO.

Grades 1st - 5th Grados 1.° a 5.7
Reconciliation and Holy Communion Prep Preparacién para la Primera Reconciliacién
%150 per child y la Sagrada Comunion

£150 por nifo/a

Grades 9th - 12th Crados 9.° a 12.7
Confirmation Confirmacién
$150 per student. $150 por estudiante.
includes fee for required textbook. incluye el costo del libro de texto obligatorio.

OCIA - Youth & Adults
{RCIA)

OCIA - Jovenes y Adultos
(RICA)

-

Fees increase to $180 after August 1st!
Las tarifas aumentan a $180 despues de Agosto 1!

Contact: Aina Yates
aina@stacojai.org
(805) 646-4338 x M




STAFFANDSERVICES = = = = = = = = = &

Pastor, Father Martin Yusuf, O.S.A.

(805) 646-4338 x105

fryusuf@stacojai.org

Associate Pastor, Fr. Fernando Lopez O.S.A

(805) 646-4338 x103

frfernando@stacojai.org

Deacon Phil Nelson

805-646-4338 x109

deaconphil@stacojai.org

Office Manager, Bulletin Editor, Flora Ponce

(805) 646-4338 x101

office@stacojai.org

Pastoral Associate, Aina Yates

(805) 646-4338 x111

aina@stacojai.org

Bereavement

(805) 646-4338 x108

office@stacojai.org

Communion to the Sick

(805) 646-4338 x107

Leave a message for a return call

St. Vincent de Paul Help Line / Open Pantry,

Bonnie Patton

(805) 646-4338 x104

Leave a message for a return call

Ministry Coordinator, Andrea Chauvel

(805) 646-4338 x113

Leave a message for a return call

AUGUST 1-2

DID YOU KNOW?

Domestic violence and child abuse

Children can suffer from short- and long-term
consequences of growing up in a home with domestic
violence. The State of California has laws in place to
protect children against physical, verbal, and emotional
violence done in any home. Any safe adult with a
reasonable concern that a child is witnessing domestic
violence or being harmed in his or her home, should report
to Child Protective Services (CPS) or the appropriate
authorities to have the situation investigated for the child’s
safety. For more information, read the VIRTUS® article
“Domestic Violence: Part 1” at lacatholics.org/did-you-
know.

FVIRTUS

Did vou Know? Sabias?

SABIA QUE?

Violencia doméstica y maltrato a menores

Los nifos pueden sufrir consecuencias a corto y largo
plazo por crecer en un hogar donde se encuentra violencia
doméstica. El Estado de California cuenta con leyes para
proteger a los nifios frente a la violencia fisica, verbal y
emocional que se produzca en cualquier hogar. Un adulto
que tenga motivos razonables para creer que un nifio esta
presenciando violencia doméstica o sufriendo maltrato en
su hogar puede denunciarlo ante los Servicios de
Proteccion Infantil (CPS) o las autoridades
correspondientes para que se investigue la situacion en
beneficio de la seguridad del nifio. Para mas consejos e
informacion lea el articulo de VIRTUS® “Violencia
doméstica: parte 1” (Domestic Violence: part 1)

en lacatholics.org/did-you-know.

TVIRTUS

Want to volunteer?
For Life Choices Bake Sale:
Call Maria Doran at (805) 649-3491
For Catechists:
Call Aina Yates at (805) 646-4338x 111
For Bereavement:
Call Paula Clarke at (805) 646-4338 x 108
For Family to Family:
Call Glenn Petrucci at (215) 510-9970

For Coffee & Donuts

Call Mary Nelson (805) 646-4338 x 122

;Quieres ser voluntario?

Para Life Choices venta de postres:
Llame a Maria Doran al (805) 649-3491
Para Catequistas:

Llame a Aina Yates al (805) 646 4338x 111
Para Bereavement (Duelo):

Llame a Paula Clarke al (805) 646-4338 x 108
De Familia a Familia:

Llame a Glenn Petrucci al (215) 510-9970
Para Café y Donas
Llame a Mary Nelson al (805) 646-4338 x 122




