
Mass Times/Tiempos de misa 

 

Monday - Friday  ~  Lunes - Viernes 

 9:00AM  

Saturday ~ Sábado  

8:00AM   

SATURDAY ~ SÁBADO POR LA NOCHE 

 English 5:00PM           Español  6:30PM  

 

SUNDAY MASSES~ MISAS DEL DOMINGO 

English 7:30AM & 9:30AM   

Español 11:30AM   

Pastor: 

Father Kirk Davis O.S.A.  

Email: frkirk@stacojai.org 

Associate Pastor: 

Father Fernando Lopez O.S.A. 

Email: frfernando@stacojai.org  

In Residence: 

Father Emmanuel Isaac, O.S.A. 

Deacon:  Phil Nelson  

Email: deaconphil@stacojai.org 

Office hours ~ Horario de oficina 

Monday - Friday ~ Lunes - Viernes 

9:00AM -  5:00PM 

Mass Times/Tiempos de misa 

Monday—Friday~  Lunes—Viernes 

 9:00AM  

Saturday—Sábado 
8:00AM   

Saturday Evening 

 English 5:00PM 

Sábado Por la Noche 

Español  6:30PM  

Sunday Mass 
English 7:30AM & 9:30AM   

Misa Del Domingo 

Español 11:30AM   

185 St. Thomas Drive—Ojai, CA, 93023—(805)646-4338 
www.stacojai.org—Facebook.com/stacojai 

Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church 

Served by the Augustinians since 1926 

December 17, 2023 



SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION ~  

SACRAMENTO DE LA RECONCILIACIÓN    

Saturdays 3:30PM - 4:30PM  
 

EXPOSITION AND ADORATION 

EXPOSICIÓN Y ADORACIÓN 

of the Blessed Sacrament ~ 

del Santísimo Sacramento  

Thursday/Jueves  9:30AM-throuch 

Saturday/Sabado morning Benediction 7:45AM 
  

PRAYER LINE ~ LÍNEA DE ORACIÓN  

Contact Parish Office 

Póngase en contacto con la oficina parroquial 

(805) 646-4338 
https://stacojai.org/worship/prayer-line  

 

WEDDINGS ~ BODAS  

Contact Parish Office 

Póngase en contacto con la oficina parroquial 

(805) 646-4338 
 

BAPTISMS ~ BAUTISMOS  

English: Dn. Phil Nelson  

Spanish: Fr. Fernando Lopez OSA  
 

FUNERALS ~ FUNERALES 

 Contact Parish Office ~ Póngase en contacto con  

la oficina parroquial (805) 646-4338 
 

PRIVATE PRAYER ~ ORACIÓN PRIVADA  

Chapel open Mon-Sat ~ Capilla abierta 

de lunes a sábado: 

10AM-4PM 
 

Rosario en Español 

Este Martes 
A las seis de la tarde 

 

Rosary in English 

To the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Fridays after the 9am mass 

 

Next Adult Faith Formation 

January 7, 11AM English—1PM Spanish 

The Angelus 

V/. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary, 

R/. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit. 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you; 

blessed are you among women,,  

and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners 

now and at the hour of our death. 

Amen. 

V/. Behold the handmaid of the Lord, 

R/. Be it done unto me according to your Word. 

Hail Mary… 

V/. And the Word was made flesh, 

R/. And dwelt among us. 

Hail Mary… 

V/. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God, 

R/. That we may be made worthy of the promises 

of Christ. 

Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace 

into our hearts: that we, to whom the Incarnation 

of Christ your Son was made known by the mes-

sage of an Angel, may by his Passion and Cross be 

brought to the glory of his Resurrection. Through 

the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 2007 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. All rights reserved. 
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 The third Sunday of Advent is December 17, 2023. Called “Gaudete Sunday,” meaning 

rejoice, a pink candle on the Advent wreath represents this Sunday. At Mass, you'll also see 

priests and deacons in pink vestments, leading us to await the birth of Jesus joyfully.  

 The word “gaudete” is derived from the Latin words “gaudium,” joy, and “gaudeo,” to 

rejoice or be glad. Gaudete Sunday occurs eight to thirteen days before Christmas, and the near-

ness of the feast is reason for great joy. “The rose, a symbol for joy.”   

The second part of Advent begins on December 17th each year.  For the last eight days before 

Christmas, the plan of the readings changes.  The first readings are still from the prophesies, but 

now the gospels are from the infancy narratives of Matthew and Luke.  We read the stories of 

faithful women and men who prepared the way for our salvation.  We enter into the story of how 

Jesus' life began.  These stories are filled with hints of what his life will mean for us.  Faith and 

generosity overcome impossibility.  Poverty and persecution reveal glory.  

 4 Rejoice[d] in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice! 5 Your kindness[e] should be known to 

all. The Lord is near. 6 Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. 7 Then the peace of God that surpasses all un-

derstanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Phillipians 4: 4-5  

The Candle of Joy 

                     A SEASON OF HOPE 

       Today we can bask in the imagery that the 

Mass readings offer us. In particular, Isaiah’s 

vision of a parched land that blooms with 

abundant  flowers holds a message for each of 

us. Too often we are just like that parched land. 

We can allow ourselves to become absorbed in 

the waves of consumerism that grip so many. 

We look for fulfillment in the things that money 

can buy.  Unfortunately, this leaves us like 

parched land, thirsting for something that mon-

ey can’t buy. 

      This holy season has much to offer to quench 

our thirsts. In a word, this season offers hope. 

We are told that those who are ransomed by 

God will know joy and gladness. For them, sor-

row and mourning will be no more. Let us place 

our hope in these promises.  
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  

                    TIEMPO DE ESPERANZA 

      Hoy podemos deleitarnos con el simbolismo 

que las lecturas de la misa nos ofrecen. En especial, 

la visión de Isaías de una tierra sedienta que 

florece en abundancia contiene un mensaje para  

cada uno de nosotros. La mayoría de las veces 

somos como esa tierra sedienta. Dejamos que las 

olas del consumismo, que se apoderan de tantos   

nos absorban. Buscamos realizarnos en  las cosas 

que el dinero puede comprar. Lamentablemente, 

esto nos deja como  una tierra baldía, sedienta de 

algo que el dinero no puede comprar.  

      Este tiempo sagrado tiene mucho que ofrecer 

para saciar nuestra sed. En una palabra, este tiempo 

ofrece esperanza. Se nos dice que los rescatados por 

Dios conocerán el gozo y la dicha. Para ellos, la 

pena y la aflicción habrán terminado. Tengamos 

esperanza en estas promesas. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%204&version=NABRE#fen-NABRE-33765d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%204&version=NABRE#fen-NABRE-33766e


 

Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord, 

Christmas Eve 

Sunday, December 24, 2023 

Family Mass 5PM 

Mass in Spanish 6:30PM 

Mass in English 10PM 

 

The Nativity of the Lord, Christmas Day, 

Monday, December 25, 2023 

Mass in English 9:30AM 

Mass in Spanish 11:30AM 

 

Feast of the Holy Family 

Saturday & Sunday 

December 30—31, 2023 

(Regular Sunday Schedule) 

 

Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Monday, January 1, 2024 

Mass in English 9AM 

(Not a Holy Day of Obligation this year) 

 

Epiphany of the Lord 

Saturday & Sunday 

January 7 & 8, 2024 

(Regular Sunday Schedule) 



YOUTH CHOIR 
Sing Joyfully unto the Lord! 

Come Join 

The youth choir to sing 

at the Christmas Eve mass at 5pm 

Students 3rd grade and up through High School 

Next Rehearsal 
This Sunday 

December 17th from 1—2 pm 

and 

Friday, December 22nd from 3—4:30 pm 

All rehearsals will be held in the choir area of the church. 

If you have any questions, contact Lisa Boyd by 

leaving a message at the church office 

(805) 646-4338 ext.101 

or speak with her after the 9:30 mass 

High School Students, Middle School Students 

And Elementary Students!! 

Today is the third Sunday in Advent. 

Today we light the candle for joy, which reminds us of how Jesus brings joy to our lives.  

Joy needs to be shared. Sharing also brings joy. In today’s Gospel reading, John the Baptist preaches about the im-

portance of sharing:  “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and anyone who has food 

should do the same.” (Luke 3:11). 

What is something you really enjoy doing?  Who do you enjoy doing it with? 

What are some ways you can share joy with others this Christmas? 



Readings for the week of December 17, 2023 

Sunday:   Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54  

  (Is 61:10b)/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28    

Monday:   Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25 

Tuesday:   Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16- 

  17/Lk 1:5-25  

Wednesday:   Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38 

Thursday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11- 

  12, 20-21/Lk 1:39-45  

Friday:    1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Lk 1:46-56 

Saturday:  Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and  

  14/Lk 1:57-66  

Next Sunday:   2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5,  

  27,29 (2a)/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38 

Las lecturas de la semana del 17 de diciembre de 2023 

Domingo: Is 61, 1-2. 10-11/Lc 1, 46-48. 49-50. 53-54 (Is 

  61, 10)/1 Tes 5, 16-24/Jn 1, 6-8. 19-28    

Lunes:  Jr 23, 5-8/Sal 71, 1-2. 12-13. 18-19/Mt 1, 18-25 

Martes:  Jue 13, 2-7. 24-25/Sal 70, 3-4. 5-6. 16-17/Lc 

  1, 5-25  

Miércoles: Is 7, 10-14/Sal 23, 1-2. 3-4. 5-6/Lc 1, 26-38 

Jueves:  Cant 2, 8-14 o Sof 3, 14-18/Sal 32, 2-3. 11- 

  12. 20-21/Lc 1, 39-45  

Viernes: 1 Sm 1, 24-28/1 Sm 2, 1. 4-5. 6-7. 8/Lc 1, 46-56 

Sábado: Mal 3, 1-4. 23-24/Sal 24, 4-5. 8-9. 10 y 14/ 

  Lc 1, 57-66  

Domingo siguiente: 2 Sm 7, 1-5. 8-12. 14. 16/Sal 88, 2-3. 

  4-5. 27. 29 (2)/Rom 16, 25-27/Lc 1, 26-38 

Observances for the week of December 17, 2023 
Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Advent  
Thursday: St. Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of  
  the Church   

Saturday: St. John of Kanty, Priest  
Next Sunday: 4th Sunday of Advent; 
  Christmas Eve 

Las conmemoraciones de la semana del 17 de diciembre 
de 2023 

Domingo: 3er Domingo de Adviento 
Jueves:  San Pedro Canisio, presbítero y doctor de 
  la Iglesia  

Sábado: San Juan de Kety, presbítero  
Domingo siguiente:4º Domingo de Adviento; 
  Nochebuena 

Third Sunday of Advent   Terce Domingo de Adviento 

Prayer for Advent 3 

Dear Lord, 

Give us boldness as we move  

through the motions of the holiday season,  

to reflect and remind those around us  

of Your deep and abiding love for them.  

Allow them to encounter Your love, through us.  

Amen.  

Oración por el Adviento 3 

Querido Señor, 

Danos audacia mientras nos movemos 

a través de los movimientos de la temporada 

navideña, 

para reflexionar y recordar a los que nos rodean 

de Tu profundo y permanente amor por ellos. 

Permíteles encontrar Tu amor, a través de nosotros. 

Amén. 

Pregunta sobre el evangelio para reflexionar y 

responder 

Juan presenta a los líderes religiosos de 

Jerusalén desconcertados e inseguros sobre quién era 

Juan el Bautista. ¿Cómo te acercas a amigos o 

familiares en tu vida que están confundidos o 

cuestionan la fe? 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

God sends a John the Baptist into every person’s life 

— someone who prepares His way, who calls out 

His truth. Look for the John the Baptist in your life. 

Pray you can be this person for someone else. 

INSPIRACIÓN DE LA SEMANA  
Dios envía un Juan Bautista a la vida de cada 

persona, alguien que prepara su camino, que 

proclama su verdad. Busca al Juan Bautista en tu vida 

Ora para que puedas ser esta persona para alguien 

más. 

Question about the Gospel to Reflect and Respond 

 

John presents the religious leaders of Jerusalem as 

puzzled and uncertain as to who John the Baptist 

was. How do you approach friends or family in 

your life who are confused or questioning the faith? 



STAFF AND SERVICES 

Pastor, Father Kirk Davis, O.S.A. (805) 646-4338 x105 frkirk@stacojai.org 

Associate Pastor, Fr. Fernando Lopez O.S.A (805) 646-4338 x103 frfernando@stacojai.org 

Deacon Phil Nelson (805) 276-3799 deaconphil@stacojai.org 

Parish Office/Bookkeeper, Kathleen Lansing (805) 646-4338 x101 office@stacojai.org 

Religious Education, Aina Yates (805) 646-4338 x111 aina@stacojai.org 

Bulletin Editor, Virginia Aguirre (805) 646-4338 x101 bulletin@stacojai.org 

Facilities & Grounds, Mario Ramirez (805) 646-4338 x106 office@stacojai.org 

Aquinas  Center & Facility Rental (805) 646-4338 x101 office@stacojai.org 

Bereavement  (805) 646-4338 x101 office@stacojai.org 

Communion to the Sick, Steve Barrack  stephenpbarrack@gmail.com 

Finance Council, Dan Reid (805) 646-4338 x102 ojaireid@gmail.com 

St. Vincent de Paul (805) 646-4338 x104  

Food Pantry (805) 646-4338 x112  

Mantener a los niños seguros en las multitudes 

durante las fiestas de fin de año 

Esta Navidad, su familia probablemente estará entre 

una multitude o dos —en las funciones escolares, 

visitando a Santa en el centro comercialm Misa de 

Nochebuena. Según el Centro Nacional para Niños 

Desaparecidos y Explotados, más de 400 mil niños 

desaparecen cada año en Estados Unidos. Las 

multitudes son una oportunidad perfecta para que 

un perpretador aproveche el caos y la distracción. 

Antes de lanzarse al frenesí navideño, hable con sus 

hijos sobre algunas reglas básicas: permanezcan 

juntos y comuniquen hacia dónde se dirigen si 

cambian de dirección o de planes. Considere la regla 

de los “dos grandes pasos”, que le dice a su hijo que 

no debe estar a más de dos pasos de usted en todo 

momento. De esta manera podrán vigilarse 

mutuamente con mucha facilidad. Para obtener más 

consejos, visite nationwidechildrens.org. 

Keeping children safe in holiday crowds 

This Christmas, your family will likely be in a 

crowd or two — at school functions, visiting Santa 

at the mall, Christmas Eve Mass. According to the 

National Center for Missing and Exploited 

Children, over 400,000 children go missing every 

year in the US. Crowds are a perfect opportunity 

for a perpetrator to take advantage of chaos and 

distraction. Before you head out into the holiday 

frenzy, talk to your children about some ground 

rules: Stay together and communicate about where 

you are headed if you change directions or plans. 

Consider the “two big steps” rule, which tells your 

child not to be more than two steps away from you 

at all times. That way, you can easily keep eyes on 

each other. For more tips, 

visit nationwidechildrens.org. 

Did 

You Know? 

http://nationwidechildrens.org/
http://nationwidechildrens.org/

