“For my eyes have seen your salvation,

which you prepared in the sight of all the peoples.”
- Lk 2:30-31

December 31, 2023

“Porque mis ojos han visto a tu Salvador,

al que has preparado para bien de todos los pueblos”.
- Lc 2, 30-31

Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church

Served by the Augustinians since 1926
185 St. Thomas Drive—Ojai, CA, 93023 —(805)646-4338

www.stacojai.org—Facebook.com/stacojai




Mass Times/Tiempos de misa:

Monday —Friday~ Lunes— Viernes
9:00AM
Saturday —Sabado
8:00AM
Saturday Evening
English 5:00PM

Sabado Por la Noche
Espafiol 6:30PM

Sunday Mass
English 7:30AM & 9:30AM
Misa Del Domingo
Espariol 11:30AM

Pastor:

Father Kirk Davis O.S.A.
Email: frkirk@stacojai.org
Associate Pastor:

Father Fernando Lopez O.S.A.
Email: frfernando@stacojai.org
In Residence:

Father Emmanuel Isaac, O.S.A.
Deacon: Phil Nelson
Email: deaconphil@stacojai.org

Office hours ~ Horario de oficina
Monday - Friday ~ Lunes - Viernes
9:00AM - 5:00PM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION ~
SACRAMENTO DE LA RECONCILIACION
Saturdays 3:30PM - 4:30PM

EXPOSITION AND ADORATION
EXPOSICION Y ADORACION
of the Blessed Sacrament ~
del Santisimo Sacramento
Thursday/Jueves 9:30AM-throuch
Saturday/Sabado morning Benediction 7:45AM

PRAYER LINE ~ LINEA DE ORACION
Contact Parish Office
Poéngase en contacto con la oficina parroquial

(805) 646-4338
https.//stacojai.org/worship/prayer-line

WEDDINGS ~ BODAS
Contact Parish Office

Pongase en contacto con la oficina parroquial
(805) 646-4338

BAPTISMS ~ BAUTISMOS
English: Dn. Phil Nelson
Spanish: Fr. Fernando Lopez OSA

FUNERALS ~ FUNERALES
Contact Parish Office ~ Péngase en contacto con
la oficina parroquial (805) 646-4338

PRIVATE PRAYER ~ ORACION PRIVADA
Chapel open Mon-Sat ~ Capilla abierta
de lunes a sabado:
10AM-4PM

Rosario en Espaiiol
Este Martes
{ A las seis de la tarde

Rosary in English
To the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Fridays after the 9am mass

INTENTIONS/INTENCIONES

Monday: 9:00AM

1/1/2024

Tuesday: 9:00AM |Soledad Lagos ¥
1/2/2024 By: The Lagos Family
Wednesday: 9:00AM | Pat & Jack Fay (L)
1/3/2024 By: Ila Chegwidden
Thursday: 9:00AM |Betty & Jim Cassidy ¥
1/4/2024 By: The Quackenbush Family
Friday: 9:00AM | David Hitz %
1/5/2024 By: Mary Kazmer
Saturday: 8:00AM

1/6/2024

Saturday: 5PM

1/6/2024

Sunday: 9:30AM

1/7/2024

(L) indicates an intention for someone who is living



https://stacojai.org/worship/prayer-line

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

I remember the first time my older sister
asked me if I wanted to hold her newborn son.
Terrified, I told her I didn’t think it was a good
idea. My résumé had nothing to suggest I would
be a qualified baby holder. But she warmly told
me, “I'll help you hold him.” It struck me that
she is baby’s mother. She is the one who decides
who is qualified to hold him. I took him in my
arms and soon I began to feel comfortable with
that tiny little warm cooing creature in my arms,
and soon I no longer feared holding him. Now,
twenty-seven nieces and nephews later, holding
a newborn child is one of the great joys of my
life.

Do we sometimes think that Jesus is given
only to the highly qualified, special religious
people? In the Gospel of Luke today we hear
about the presentation of the Lord in the temple.
The newborn son of God is passed around like a
baton in a relay race, not guarded like a precious
jewel or a breakable china dish. We can see him
going from the arms of Mary to Joseph, then to
the priest performing the ceremony, then to
Simeon the old man, then to Anna the old
widow. Each one receiving him and then
handing him to the next. A tidal wave of joy and
thanksgiving follows wherever he is placed.

Believe me, you are qualified to hold Jesus in
your arms. How can I say that with such
confidence? Because the mother decides who is
qualified. The Blessed Virgin, embodied in the
Church, holds him out to you and me. She
rejoices to place him in our arms to hold, and to
hand him on, too. — Father John Muir

La Sagrada Familia
Como familias de fe, siempre debemos de estar
abriendo caminos de esperanza, amor y paz
entre nuestros miembros de la familia. Vivimos
nuestra realidad con gran confianza en Dios.
Luchamos cada dia por ser mejores, por
mantener viva la fe que nuestros padres nos han
heredado. La liturgia de hoy nos dice que la
Sagrada Familia de Nazaret vivié de manera
sencilla, cumpliendo con sus deberes religiosos
y civiles, pero siempre confiando en Dios. “Una
vez que cumplieron todo lo que ordenaba la Ley del
Setior, volvieron a Galilea, a su ciudad de Nazaret. EI
nifio crecia y se desarrollaba lleno de sabiduria, y la
gracia de Dios permanecia con él (Lucas 2,39-40). Si
el amor, el respeto y la comprension estan
presente en la familia, los nifios crecen en
sabiduria y gracia. ;Como estd mi familia en
términos de escucha y acompafamiento?

“En cada familia hay problemas, y a veces también se
discute. Padre me he peleado...; somos humanos,
somos débiles, y todos tenemos a veces este hecho de
que peleamos en la familia. Os diré una cosa: si nos
peleamos en familia, que no termine el dia sin hacer
las paces. Si, he discutido, pero antes que termine el
dia, haz las paces. Y sabes ;por qué? Porque la guerra
fria del dia siguiente es muy peligrosa. No ayuda. Y
luego, en la familia hay tres palabras, tres palabras
que hay que custodiar siempre: Permiso, gracias,
perdon” (Papa Francisco)

Adult Faith Formation
Next Sunday, January 7, 2024
11 am English—1 pm Spanish
Mary Our Mother & Model of Christian Discipleship

Contact Aina Yates for more information or for childcare

at 9805) 646—4338 ext. 111



Feast of the Holy Family

Saturday & Sunday
December 30—31, 2023
(Regular Sunday Schedule)

Jesus, Mary and Joseph,
in you we contemplate
the splendor of true love; to you we turn with trust.
Holy Family of Nazareth,
grant that our families too
may be places of communion and prayer, authentic schools of the Gospel
and small domestic churches.
Holy Family of Nazareth,
may families never again experience violence, rejection and division;
may all who have been hurt or scandalized find ready comfort and healing.
Holy Family of Nazareth,
make us once more mindful
of the sacredness and inviolability of the family, and its beauty in God’s plan.
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, Graciously hear our prayer.
Amen.
(Pope Francis, Amoris Laetitia, 325)

Monday, January 1, 2024
Mass in English 9AM
(Not a Holy Day of Obligation this year)

Epiphany of the Lord
Saturday & Sunday
January 7 & 8, 2024 ‘
(Regular Sunday Schedule)




"Commit to the Lord whatever you do,

and your plans will succeed"
(Proverbs 16:3).

2024 has been designated a Year of Prayer by Pope Francis. It started this Advent.

There is a particular focus on the Our Father, and this presents us with a great opportunity to go
back to the basics of prayer.

Our Father,
Who art in Heaven,
hallowed be Thy name;
Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
Amen.

2024 Challenge
Love one another as I have loved you. John 13:34

Pope Francis has said “...Joseph teaches us this: ‘Do not look so much at the things that the
world praises, look into the corners, look in the shadows, look at the peripheries, at what the
world does not want.” He reminds each of us to consider important what others discard.”

Who is forgotten or ignored? Who do I judge? Who do I see as more sinful than me?

What resources do I have to share that might help someone else?

How can I reorient my thinking so I am more concerned with what matters to God than

what matters to earthly society?




Questions to Reflect and Respond
First Reading: Abraham and Sarah relied on their
faith in the Lord as they struggled with family
matters. When have you needed to rely on faith
when it comes to your family?
Second Reading: Hebrews teaches us that at every
challenge in his life, Abraham consistently trusted
and obeyed God. When have you had to surrender
complete trust to God?
Gospel: In their purification ritual in the Jerusalem
Temple, Mary and Joseph learn news from Simeon
and Anna about their newborn baby, Jesus. In your
family, how do you deal with startling or unsettling
news?

Readings for the week of December 31, 2023

Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/
Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or
Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9/Col 3:12-21
or 3:12-17 or Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19/
Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40

Monday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 (2a)/
Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21

Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/
Jn 1:19-28

Wednesday: 1]Jn 2:229—3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6/
Jn 1:29-34

Thursday: 1]Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9/Jn 1:35-42

Friday: 1Jn3:11-21/Ps 100:1b-2, 3,4, 5/[n 1:43-51

Saturday: 1Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-

20/Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38 or
3:23, 31-34, 36, 38

Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13
(see 11)/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

Observances for the week of December 31, 2023

Sunday: The Holy Family; New Year’s Eve

Monday: Mary, The Holy Mother of God,
New Year’s Day, World Day of
Peace

Tuesday: Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory
Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of
the Church

Wednesday: The Most Holy Name of Jesus

Thursday: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious

Friday: St. John Neumann, Bishop

Saturday: St. André Bessette, Religious

Next Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord

Preguntas a Reflexionar y Responder
Primera Lectura: Abraham y Sara confiaron en su fe
en el Sefor mientras luchaban con asuntos familiares.
(Cuando has necesitado confiar en la fe cuando se
trata de tu familia?

Segunda lectura: Hebreos nos ensefa que, en cada
desafio de su vida, Abraham confid y obedecio
constantemente a Dios. ;Cuando has tenido que
entregar total confianza a Dios?

Evangelio: En su ritual de purificacion en el Templo
de Jerusalén, Maria y José reciben noticias de Simedn
y Ana sobre su bebé recién nacido, Jests. En tu
familia, jcémo lidias con las noticias alarmantes o
inquietantes?

Las lecturas de la semana del 31 de diciembre de
2023

Domingo: Eclo 3, 2-6. 12-14 0 Gn 15, 1-6; 21, 13/
Sal127,1-2.3.4-505al 104, 1-2. 3-4. 5
-6. 8-9/Col 3, 12-21 0 3, 12-17 o Heb
11, 8.11-12.17-19/Lc 2,22-40 02, 22. 3940
Lunes: Nm 6, 22-27/Sal 66, 2-3. 5. 6. 8 (2)/Gal

4,4-7/Lc 2, 16-21

Martes: 1Jn 2,22:28/Sal 97,1.2-3.34/Jn 1,19-28
Miércoles:  1Jn2,29—3, 6/Sal 97, 1. 3-4. 5-6/

Jn 1, 29-34
Jueves: 1Jn 3,7-10/Sal 97, 1. 7-8. 9/jn 1, 35-42
Viernes: 17Jn 3,11-21/Sal 99,1-2.3.4.5/Jn 1,43-51
Sabado: 1Jn 5, 5-13/Sal 147, 12-13. 14-15. 19-

20/Mc 1, 7-11 0 Lc 3, 23-38 0 3, 23. 31-
34.36. 38

Domingo siguiente: Is 60, 1-6/Sal 71, 1-2. 7-8.10-11.
12-13 (ver 11)/Ef 3, 2-3. 5-6/Mt 2, 1-12

Las conmemoraciones de la semana del 31 de

diciembre de 2023

Domingo: La Sagrada Familia; Vispera de Ano
Nuevo

Lunes: Maria, la Santa Madre de Dios, Dia
de afio nuevo, Dia mundial de la paz

Martes: San Basilio el Magno y San Gregorio
Nacianceno, obispos y doctores de la
Iglesia

Miércoles: Dia del Santisimo Nombre de Jests

Jueves: Santa Isabel, Ana Bayley, viuda de
Seton, religiosa

Viernes: San Juan Neumann, obispo

Sabado: San André Bessette, religioso

Domingo siguiente: Dia de la Epifania del Sefior



Pastor, Father Kirk Davis, O.S.A.

Associate Pastor, Fr. Fernando Lopez O.S.A

Deacon Phil Nelson

Parish Office/Bookkeeper, Kathleen Lansing

Religious Education, Aina Yates
Bulletin Editor, Virginia Aguirre
Facilities & Grounds, Mario Ramirez
Aquinas Center & Facility Rental
Bereavement

Communion to the Sick, Steve Barrack
Finance Council, Dan Reid

St. Vincent de Paul

Food Pantry

STAFF AND SERVICES

(805) 646-4338 x105
(805) 646-4338 x103
(805) 276-3799

(805) 646-4338 x101
(805) 646-4338 x111
(805) 646-4338 x101
(805) 646-4338 x106
(805) 646-4338 x101

(805) 646-4338 x101

(805) 646-4338 x102
(805) 646-4338 x104

(805) 646-4338 x112

frkirk@stacojai.org

frfernando@stacojai.org

deaconphil@stacojai.org

office@stacojai.org
aina@stacojai.org
bulletin@stacojai.org
office@stacojai.org
office@stacojai.org

office@stacojai.org

stephenpbarrack@gmail.com

ojaireid@gmail.com

TVIRTUS

Protecting God's
Children

December 30-31

The silent victims of human trafficking
Nearly every public campaign about the evils of
sex trafficking involve child female victims. A
majority of victims are female, but there are many
male victims, and they are mostly silent. Societal
expectations often lead men to feel that they should
be “strong” and “assertive” enough to avoid being
forced into trafficking — but these
stereotypes do a disservice to male victims who
may feel trapped in abusive patterns, unable to ask
for the help they need. For more information and
ways to help these silent victims, read the
VIRTUS® article “The Most Silent Victims of Sex
Trafficking” at lacatholics.org/did-you-knowy/.
Read the VIRTUS® article “The Most Silent Victims
of Sex Trafficking” here.

Did
You Know?

Las victimas silenciosas de trata de personas
Casi todas las campanas publicas sobre los males del
trafico sexual involucran a nifias victimas. La
mayoria de las victimas son mujeres, pero también
hay muchos hombres, y en su mayoria guardan
silencio. Las expectativas sociales a menudo llevan a
los hombres a sentir que deben ser lo
suficientemente “Fuertes” y “asertivos” para evitar
verse obligados a dedicarse a la trata, pero estos
estereotipos no les hacen ningtin favor a las victimas
masculinas que pueden sentirse atrapadas en
patrones abusivos, incapaces de pedir la ayuda que
necesitan. Para obtener mas informacion y formas de
ayudar a estas victimas silenciosas, lea el articulo en
inglés de VIRTUS® “The Most Silent Victims of Sex
Trafficking” (Las victimas mas silenciosas del trafico

sexual) en lacatholics.org/did-you-knowy/.Lea el articulo en
inglés de VIRTUS® “The Most Silent Victims of Sex Traffick-
ing” (Las victimas mas silenciosas del trafico sexual) aqui.
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