FASTED

FOR 40 DAYS.

— MATTHEW 4:2 —

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

185 St. Thomas Dr., Ojai, CA, 93023
Office Phone Number—805 646 4338




SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION ~
SACRAMENTO DE LA RECONCILIACION
Saturdays 3:30PM - 4:30PM
February 28: 2pm- 4:30pm

EXPOSITION AND ADORATION
EXPOSICION Y ADORACION
of the Blessed Sacrament ~ del Santisimo Sacramento
Thursday/Jueves 8:30AM-through
Saturday/Sabado morning Benediction 7:45AM

PRAYER LINE ~ LINEA DE ORACION
Contact Parish Office
Or go to parish website
Pongase en contacto con la oficina parroquial
(805) 646-4338

WEDDINGS ~ BODAS
FUNERALS ~ FUNERALES
Contact Parish Office
Péngase en contacto con la oficina parroquial
(805) 646-4338

BAPTISMS ~ BAUTISMOS
English: Dn. Phil Nelson
Spanish: Contact parish office

PRIVATE PRAYER ~ ORACION PRIVADA
Chapel open Mon-Fri ~ Capilla abierta
de Lunes a Sabado:
9AM-2PM

MH

Rosario en Espaiiol
Lunes, Martes y Viernes ® A las 6:00 pm
Miercoles ® A las 6:30 pm
Sabado ® A las 5:45 pm
Domingo ® A las 10:45 am

Rosary in English
To the Immaculate Heart of Mary

0

Fridays ® After the 8am mass
Sunday ® At 7:00 am

INTENTIONS / INTENCIONES

Monday: 8:00AM |Jose Canchola ¥
2/23/2026 By: Sister Barbara & Sister Luz
Tuesday: 800AM | Lucia Garcia de Flores
2/24/2026 By: Sister Barbara & Sister Luz
Wednesday: 800AM | MaMay Grimm ¥
2/25/2026 By: The Obagi Family
Thursday:  8:00AM | Menita Johnson & Jay Razo(L)
2/26/2026 By: Marina Gabriels
Friday: 8:.00AM | Therese Montag
2/27/2026 By: Chuck Montag
Saturday: 8:00AM | Julia Coscarelli
2/28/2026 By: Charles Chuck Coscarelli
500 PM  |Jose Lopez ¥
By: Kathy Riordan
Sunday: The People of St. Thomas
7:30AM Aquinas Parish
3/1/2026
Fr. Peter J. Marron, OSA
930AM |y The Augustinian
Community

(L) Designates a Special Intention for Someone Living
|

Reflection for the week

“Only God’s grace can bloom
thorns into roses”

“Solo la gracia de Dios puede transformar
las espinas en rosas”

formed

Forming Catholics for /éfe.

. r'
To sign up for free:

1.Visit Signup.formed.org
2.Enter your Parish zip code or name.

Para registrarte gratis:
1. Visita Signup.formed.org
2. Ingresa el c6digo postal o el nombre de tu parroquia.
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church

Iglesia de Santo Tomas de Aquino

GOSPEL MEDITATION
February 22, 2026—1st Sunday of Lent— Matthew 4:1-11

In my second-to-last year of seminary, I woke up one
September morning to devastating news: two beloved
classmates had died in a car crash. I was overwhelmed with
grief and anger like | had never known. I entered therapy for
the first time and had intense conversations with my spiritual
director. For months I felt lost in a spiritual wilderness. But
something unexpected happened: I encountered Christ there.
The fear and sorrow didn’t destroy me. In fact, that spiritual
desert was a time of intense growth in faith.

Today’s Gospel begins: “Then Jesus was led by the Spirit
into the desert to be tempted by the devil” (Matthew 4:1).
The word “led” denotes a gentle, humble submission to the
Spirit. Jesus does not send himself into this desolate place
where wild beasts roam and Satan tempts. Who wants to be
around roaming, wild beasts? The Church Fathers saw them
as symbols of our inner chaos: fears, temptations, wounds.
The Spirit leads us there, sometimes against our wishes. But
those same Fathers also saw that this deserted place is also
where angels ministered to Jesus, amidst his great trial and
temptation.

Lenten Challenge: This Lent and throughout life’s struggles,
the Spirit leads you and me into the wilderness. Name one
“desert” into which the Spirit has led you: perhaps grief, fear,
silence, change, disappointment. Ask for the grace to go there
willingly. The beasts may be real, but they will not harm you.
There, the angels are waiting to minister to the Christ living
in you, who always goes where the Spirit leads.

— Father John Muir, ©LPi

MEDITACION DEL EVANGELIO
Febrero 22,2026 -1 Domingo de Cuaresma-Mateo 4:1-11

Con el Miércoles de Ceniza inicia el Tiempo de Cuaresma.
Los colores liturgicos cambian, indicando un tiempo
especial de conversion y arrepentimiento. La Cuaresma es
tiempo para encontrarnos con Jesus en el desierto, y nos
invita a la conversion y a la reconciliacion de todo lo que
nos aleja de Dios. Es también un tiempo de renovacion
espiritual profunda, de oracion, de ayuno y de dar al que no
tiene. Esto es importante porque nos ayuda a llegar a la
Pascua de la Resurreccion de Jesucristo con un corazén
puro y limpio.

Habra muchas tentaciones que debemos rechazar y vencer.
Esto se logra con un acercamiento sincero al Sacramento de
la Reconciliacién. Recordemos que las tentaciones son
siempre seductoras y engafiosas. El Sefior Jesus fue tentado
por el diablo tres veces en el desierto y salid victorioso. Al
final, nos relata el Evangelio: “Entonces lo dej6 el diablo y
se acercaron los angeles a servirle” (Mateo 4:11). Seguir
los pasos de Jesus es importante en este Tiempo de
Cuaresma. ;Como seguirlo?, quiza se pregunte. Confiando
en su Palabra, rezando en familia, como nos lo pide el Papa
Ledn XIV, y teniendo un altar en casa, donde se pueda
apreciar que Dios es el centro de nuestra vida. Estos
pequeiios detalles nos conducen a la Verdad y a la Vida,
que es Dios mismo. Pidamos al Sefior que su Palabra
penetre en la tibieza de nuestro corazon en esta Cuaresma,
para que dé fortaleza a nuestras debilidades y no nos deje
caer en la tentacion, como decimos en el Padrenuestro.

©LPi

Soup & Stations / Sopa y Estaciones

Lenten Soup Suppers Start Friday, Feb 20, 2026 at 6:00 pm.
Cenas de Sopa de Cuaresma empiezan Viernes, 20 de Febrero a las 6:00 pm.

Stations of the Cross / Estaciones de la Cruz
English 5:30 pm
Espanol a las 7:00 pm
*Donations collected go to support Casa Hogar La Gloria.

S

C&

$\ *Las donaciones recaudadas se destinan a apoyar a Hogar Infantil La Gloria. HOGAR INFANTIL, INC.
a‘gh

A special thanks to the Bereavement Ministry for
serving Soup Supper on
Friday, February 20th!

iUn agradecimiento especial al Ministerio de
Duelo, que sirvieron la sopa de cuaresma el
Viernes 20 de Febrero!




St. Thomas Aquinas Church
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Family Activity During Lent : Sacrifice Beans
Help your kids visualize what it means to be transformed,
to see all the good that comes from their sacrifices
and small acts of love.

Here's what you'll need:
® Ajar or bowl
® A bag of black beans

® A bag of jelly beans

Place the jar and bag of black beans somewhere
visible and accessible (like the dinner table).
Every time someone makes a sacrifice, does a ran-
dom act of kindness, or does some small loving deed this
Lent, have them take a black bean from the bag and place it
in the jar.

Watch as the jar grows full with all the sacrifice beans
throughout Lent! At dinner, each night, let your kids share
about some of their sacrifices - and share some of yours
with them, too!

Then, on Easter morning, switch out the black beans with
jelly beans and let the whole family see the amazing
transformation that has taken place in your home!

Actividad familiar durante la Cuaresma:
Frijoles de sacrificio
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Ayuden a sus hijos a visualizar lo que significa ser
transformados, a ver todo el bien que surge de sus
sacrificios y pequefios actos de amor.

Esto es lo que necesitaran:

Un frasco o tazén

Una bolsa de frijoles negros

Una bolsa de gomitas de colores

Coloquen el frasco y la bolsa de frijoles negros en un
lugar visible y accesible (como la mesa).

Cada vez que alguien haga un sacrificio, un acto de
bondad al azar o alguna pequefia accién de amor esta
Cuaresma, pidanle que saque un frijol negro de la bolsa y
lo coloque en el frasco.

iObserven cémo el frasco se llena con todos los frijoles de
sacrificio durante la Cuaresma! En la cena, cada noche,
dejen que sus hijos compartan algunos de sus sacrificios, jy
compartan también algunos de los suyos!

Luego, la mafiana de Pascua, cambien los frijoles negros
por gomitas y permitan que toda la familia vea la increible
transformacién que ha ocurrido en su hogar.

Volunteer Opportunity

Volunteer opportunity to help with the care of
altar linens. This ministry involves a monthly
commitment to wash and iron small linens used
during Masses and baptisms. You will be guided
by an experienced volunteer and there are very
detailed instructions. If you are
interested, please call;

Marlene Lattimer 805-640-0403.

Oportunidad de Voluntariado

Oportunidad de voluntariado para ayudar con el
cuidado de los manteles del altar. Este ministerio
implica un compromiso mensual para lavar y
planchar manteles pequefios que se usan durante
las misas y los bautizos. Contaras con la guia de
un voluntario con experiencia y recibiras
instrucciones muy detalladas. Si te interesa, llama
a Marlene Lattimer al 805-640-0403.

: ) 3
@ Restless Pilgrim \

Travel to India and Pakistan with Fr. Kirk Davis OSA
Delhi— Agra — Jaipur — Chennai — Pondicherry
Velankanni — Madurai — Munnar — Kochi
Muscat, Oman — Lahore — Islamabad - Murree
September 16 to October 6, 2026
$5850 per person including airfare.

Contact Fr. Kirk for more info and to register.

kirkosa@gmail.com

Restless Pilgrim

Barcelona — Monserrat — Zaragoza — Burgos

Walk the Camino de Santiago
with Fr. Kirk Davis OSA

Carrion de los Condes — Sarria — Santiago de Compostela
El Escorial — Avila — Madrid — Casablanca, Morocco
October 4 to 18, 2026
$5250 per person including airfare.

Contact Fr. Kirk for more info and to register.

kirkosa@gmail.com
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Family to Family

Wednesday, February 25, 2026
(the 4th Wednesday of each month)
303 N. Ventura Ave.
Ventura, CA

Next to Catholic Charities
Call the parish office for more information
(805) 646-4338
Volunteers needed and appreciated

De Familia a Familia
Miercoles, Febrero 25, 2026

(el cuarto miércoles de cada mes)
303 N. Ventura Ave.
Ventura, CA
Junto a Catholic Charities
Llame a la oficina parroquial para mds informacion
(805) 646-4338
Se necesitan y agradecemos voluntarios

Beginning Tuesday, March 3, 2026 (note date change)
Brother Lou San Vicente begins his series on
The 70 weeks of Daniel and the death of the Messiah
At 6pm in the Library.

All are welcome.

”%

St. Patrick's Day Dinner & Dancing

Join us for a fun and festive St. Patrick's Day
featuring; delicious Irish food, live Irish
dancers, great music and fellowship.

Saturday, March 14, 2026
6:00 pm—9:00 pm
Aquinas Center Halll

$15 per person.

%

Cena y Baile del Dia de San Patricio

Acompanenos a disfrutar de un divertido y
festivo Dia de San Patricio con deliciosa comida
lrlandesa, bailarines Irlandeses en vivo,
excelente musica y mucha camaraderia.

Sabado, Marzo 14, 2026
6:00 pm—9:00 pm
Salon Aquinas

$15 por persona.
$120 por mesa de 8

$120 for a table of 8
* Tickets avallable after Mass & at
the Parish office

Volunteers needed for food prep.
Contact Parish office more information.

Boletos disponibles despues de Misa y

en la oficina parroquial.

Se necesitan voluntarios para la
preparacion de alimentos
Comuniquese con la oficina parroquial para

obtener maés informacién. a
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X8 LAETARE CRAFT FAIR! < < LAETARE CRAFT FAIR!  «
cQhen: Sunday, Manch 15th _9am - 3om ||  *Cudndo: Lemingo, YNargo 15 Qam—3pm
.%U/Le/le.' t%maé df_{lwzaé M 'ogéﬂde.' Wd de J’amfo td/.'am,a'b de @‘{LUILO/
American eritage (G /Q/en a apoyak a nuesthas Cmerican %a‘age
C%mAuppa/ttau/b 3»/ gm/l& gMywwd[ecewhogaﬂpaﬁawamefa/
MWWWWWWW Coronas, huewos pintadas, robakios,
W)WW’W’ ) velas, articulos de madera hechos a manro,
candles, handcrafted waod sewing, cracheting. cobtura y ganchillo.
Adult Faith Formation Formacion en la Fe para Adultos
We offer monthly gatherings at Ofrecemos reuniones mensuales a la 1:00pm
11:00 am in the Aquinas Hall. en el Salén Aquinas.
Next Opportunity:
Sunday, March 1, 2026 Proxima Oportunidad
John Clark Levin is presenting Domingo, Marzo 1, 2026

Al and Social Media Manipulation
And Gina Levin will be talking about
Faith & Cancer Survival

I —

Villanova Prep Hosts Lenten Speaker Series

Laura Duran y Judith Robles
presentaran “Significado de la Iglesia”

As part of the University Series, Villanova Prep is hosting six presentations during this Lent season.
The classes will be held at the Villanova theater at 7 pm.
The sessions are;
February 19: Do You Like to Receive Gifts? - Deacon J. Barry Haper

February 26: Nobody Likes a Moral Theologian - Dr. Elizabeth Reichert
March 5: How Can a Walking Pilgrimage Strengthen my Faith? - Dr. Greg and Mary Wood
March 12:Do We Now Know What Jesus Really Looked Like? (Shroud of Turin) - Gymnasium
March 19: How Does Science Lead Us to a Belief in God? - Dr. Richard Hurst
March 26: Is Freedom in Opposition or Fulfilled by Obedience? - Emily McAtee “12

Course catalogs of all University Series sessions are available online at https://theuniversityseries.org/.
All members of the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish are welcome. We are confident the spiritual nourishment you
receive will strengthen your Lenten journey this year. It is $15 at the door.

For tuition information, and any other questions, feel free to reach out to
Mr. Grisin via email (bgrisin@villanovaprep.org). May God bless you!

L \|\|-:|<~.F"\ g \WILLANOVA

PREPARATORY SCHOOL

2026 Lenten Speaker Series at Villanova Prep
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Pastor, Father Kirk Davis, O.S.A.

(805) 646-4338 x105

frkirk@stacojai.org

Associate Pastor, Fr. Fernando Lopez O.S.A

(805) 646-4338 x103

frfernando@stacojai.org

Deacon Phil Nelson

805-646-4338 x109

deaconphil@stacojai.org

Office Manager, Bulletin Editor, Flora Ponce

(805) 646-4338 x101

office@stacojai.org

Pastoral Associate, Aina Yates

(805) 646-4338 x111

aina@stacojai.org

Bro. Lou San Vicente

(805) 646-4338 x121

Leave a message for a return call

Bereavement

(805) 646-4338 x108

office@stacojai.org

Communion to the Sick

(805) 646-4338 x107

Leave a message for a return call

St. Vincent de Paul Help Line / Open Pantry,

Bonnie Patton

(805) 646-4338 x104

Leave a message for a return call

Ministry Coordinator, Andrea Chauvel

(805) 646-4338 x113

Leave a message for a return call

Did you Know? Sabias?

February 21-22 || Domestic violence and children

Domestic violence has many forms, including emotion-
al, financial, physical, and sexual abuse. Research on
children who live in homes with domestic violence
shows that there can be long-standing consequences
to a child’s health. Twenty-six states have passed
laws protecting children who witness domestic vio-
lence. Children who grow up seeing violence between
parents often struggle in their own relationships later
in life. The single greatest predictor of whether chil-
dren will grow up to be perpetrators of domestic vio-
lence is whether they witness it themselves as chil-
dren. For more information, read the VIRTUS® article
“Domestic Violence, Part 1” at lacatholics.org/did-you-
know.

Violencia doméstica y los nifos

La violencia doméstica puede ser de muchas formas, co-
mo abuso emocional, econémico, fisico y sexual. Los es-
tudios sobre los nifios que viven en hogares con violencia
domeéstica han demostrado que crecer en este entorno
puede tener consecuencias a largo plazo para la salud del
nifo. Veintiséis estados han aprobado leyes que protegen
a los nifnos que son testigos de violencia doméstica. Los
nifios que crecen viendo violencia entre sus padres suelen
tener dificultades en sus propias relaciones mas adelante
en la vida. El principal factor que permite predecir si un
nifo se convertira en perpetrador de violencia doméstica
es si ha sido testigo de la misma violencia durante su in-
fancia. Para mayores informes lea el articulo de VIR-
TUS® “Domestic Violence, Part 1” (Violencia doméstica,
parte 1) en lacatholics.org/did-you-know.

TVIRTUS

Want to volunteer?
For Life Choices Bake Sale:
Call Maria Doran at (805) 649-3491
For Catechists:
Call Aina Yates at (805) 646-4338x 111
For Bereavement:
Call Paula Clarke at (805) 646-4338 x 108
For Family to Family:
Call Glenn Petrucci at (215) 510-9970

;Quieres ser voluntario?

Para Life Choices venta de postres:
Llame a Maria Doran al (805) 649-3491
Para Catequistas:

Llame a Aina Yates al (805) 646 4338x 111
Para Bereavement (Duelo):

Llame a Paula Clarke al (805) 646-4338 x 108
De Familia a Familia:

Llame a Glenn Petrucci al (215) 510-9970




