
Pastor: 

Father Kirk Davis O.S.A.  

Email: frkirk@stacojai.org 

Associate Pastor: 

Father Fernando Lopez O.S.A. 

Email: frfernando@stacojai.org  

In Residence: 

Father Emmanuel Isaac, O.S.A. 

Deacon:  Phil Nelson  

Email: deaconphil@stacojai.org 

Office hours ~ Horario de oficina 

Monday - Friday ~ Lunes - Viernes 

9:00AM -  5:00PM 

Mass Times/Tiempos de misa 

Monday—Friday~  Lunes—Viernes 

 9:00AM  

Saturday—Sábado 
8:00AM   

Saturday Evening 

 English 5:00PM 

Sábado Por la Noche 

Español  6:30PM  

Sunday Mass 
English 7:30AM & 9:30AM   

Misa Del Domingo 

Español 11:30AM   

 

185 St. Thomas Drive—Ojai, CA, 93023—(805)646-4338 
www.stacojai.org—Facebook.com/stacojai 

Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church 
Served by the Augustinians since 1926 

January 14, 2024 



SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION ~  

SACRAMENTO DE LA RECONCILIACIÓN    

Saturdays 3:30PM - 4:30PM  
 

EXPOSITION AND ADORATION 

EXPOSICIÓN Y ADORACIÓN 

of the Blessed Sacrament ~ 

del Santísimo Sacramento  

Thursday/Jueves  9:30AM-throuch 

Saturday/Sabado morning Benediction 7:45AM 
  

PRAYER LINE ~ LÍNEA DE ORACIÓN  

Contact Parish Office 

Póngase en contacto con la oficina parroquial 

(805) 646-4338 
https://stacojai.org/worship/prayer-line  

 

WEDDINGS ~ BODAS  

Contact Parish Office 

Póngase en contacto con la oficina parroquial 

(805) 646-4338 
 

BAPTISMS ~ BAUTISMOS  

English: Dn. Phil Nelson  

Spanish: Fr. Fernando Lopez OSA  
 

FUNERALS ~ FUNERALES 

 Contact Parish Office ~ Póngase en contacto con  

la oficina parroquial (805) 646-4338 
 

PRIVATE PRAYER ~ ORACIÓN PRIVADA  

Chapel open Mon-Sat ~ Capilla abierta 

de lunes a sábado: 

10AM-4PM 
 

Rosario en Español 

Este Martes 
A las seis de la tarde 

 

Rosary in English 

To the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Fridays after the 9am mass 

 

Next Adult Faith Formation 

February 4, 2024:  11AM English—1PM Spanish 

https://stacojai.org/worship/prayer-line


GOSPEL MEDITATION MEDITACIÓN EVANGÉLICO - ALENTAR ENTENDI-
MIENTO MÁS PROFUNDO DE LA ESCRITURA  

As a priest, I’m amazed how happily married 

couples remember the tiniest details of their earliest 

encounters. They effortlessly report things like: “he 

wore a blue shirt,” “we ordered brussels sprouts,” 

“her hair was up in a bun,” and “he spilled shrimp 

cocktail sauce at my family’s open front door when 

it was ten degrees below zero,” (that one’s courtesy 

of my mom). We delight in remembering and 

speaking of when our new life of love began. The 

little details are glorious reminders that it’s all real.  

 

It’s similar for John the Apostle. He tells us of the 

two disciples who followed Jesus into his house, 

“...they stayed with him that day. It was about 

four o’clock in the afternoon.” Why does that tiny 

detail matter? Because that’s the time of day when they 

encountered the love of Jesus the Messiah in their lives. 

Our religion is not primarily about abstract truths 

about God, no matter how true or sublime. It is 

about God meeting and saving us in our human 

nature. It’s about a human relationship. 

 

What was the time of day when you first recall en-

countering Christ and his Church? Who was there? 

What did you feel? How did things look and smell? 

What happened? Take some time to recall it in 

detail. For me, it was inside an old, rickety church 

on a hillside in Jerome, Arizona. It was about 

9 p. m. on a Saturday evening. I was with my 

friends Jenny, Brad, and Laura. We were praying, 

singing, and laughing. When was it for you? 

Remembering the details isn’t empty nostalgia. It 

reminds us now that God’s love for us in our 

humanity is real.         

— Father John Muir 

La Liturgia de hoy nos coloca inmediatamente en un 

sentido de alerta al llamado de Dios, al encuentro y a 

la respuesta. Samuel, aun siendo niño, fue llamado 

en el silencio de la noche. A la tercera vez responde y 

da comienzo su preparación para su misión 

profética: “¡Samuel, Samuel! Samuel respondió. Habla, 

que tu servidor escucha” (1 Samuel 3,10). Los primeros 

discípulos, a la voz de Juan que les indica: “Ese es el 

Cordero de Dios”, lo siguen y se quedan con él aquel 

día. Los cristianos, por el bautismo, se encuentran 

con Cristo. Desde aquel momento, por la fe, da 

comienzo la preparación para dar respuesta a la mi-

sión y al compromiso de seguir a Jesús en el servicio 

de los más necesitados.  

¿Cómo ha sido nuestro encuentro, respuesta y 

seguimiento a la misión encomendada por Dios en 

nuestra vida? Las respuestas varían de acuerdo a 

nuestra vocación, a nuestros ideales y metas trazadas 

en la vida. ¿Quiénes son nuestros modelos a seguir 

en la actualidad? ¿Qué miran los hijos en sus padres 

que puedan seguir como ejemplo? Preguntémonos 

que buscamos, a quien seguimos, como cultivamos 

nuestra relación con Dios, con la familia, con la 

naturaleza y el cosmos. Si Jesús en esta Eucaristía me 

pregunta ¿Qué buscas? ¿Cuál será mi respuesta?  

Cabe también preguntarle ¿Dónde vives? Nos diría, 

vivo en los pobres, los enfermos, los desamparados, 

y los tristes. ¿Tú, dónde crees que vive Jesús? 

 

©LPi 



“If we are guided by the Holy Spirit, 

abundance, variety, and diversity never cause 

conflict,” he [Pope Francis] said. “The Holy Spir-

it reminds us first and foremost that we are 

children loved by God –everyone equal in 

God’s love, and 

everyone different.”  

Pope Francis—Vatican News January 2024 

     We pray, O gracious Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, that we all may be one as you 

are one.  In your community of complete unity, we have our beginning and our end. To you we 

pray, asking for the gift of visible unity among all who believe in your Christ. 

     As we commemorate this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, we are reminded by your 

Word that all human beings are our neighbors and that we are to love them like ourselves 

and in the same way we love you. Help us to overcome the barriers and divisions we have 

nurtured against your will. 

     Grant to us, O Lord, a new Spirit of love and solidarity, that we may proclaim your good 

news to all of creation. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ, who with you and the 

Holy Spirt are one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



Every Sunday each month (except the second Sunday*) - Hospitality: Donuts, coffee, and orange 

      Juice available after mass.  (A small donation is requested) 

1st Sunday of each month (Unless otherwise stated) - Adult Faith formation— 

       The program includes: Prayer, presentation, and time for discussion.  A light brunch will be offered  
       For more information &/or childcare.  Contact Aina Yates at (805) 646—4338 ext. 111) Scheduled Topics 

1st Thursday each month—Community Market: Sign in: 9am Distribution: 9:30-10:30am Call  

      (805) 646-4338 ext104 for more information & to volunteer. Leave a message. Someone will return your call. 

Every Tuesday through March 31st—St. Thomas helps at the Ojai Valley Winter Shelter—    

      Donations needed. Our location for Winter Shelter is at the Ojai Valley Grange Hall, 381 Cruzero St. in 

      Mira Monte. For more information online ojaivalleyfamilyshelter.com or Call Chris Johnson (805) 402-0506 

2nd Sunday of each month—*Life Choices Bake Sale  Contact Maria Doran (805) 649-3491 for  
       More information and to volunteer to bake. 

2nd Tuesday each month—Friendship Gathering: In the clubhouse on Mclaughlin Green  After the   
      9:30 daily mass.. Contact Mary Wood for more information or to bring a snack to share (805) 640-5243 

3rd Saturday of each month— Open Pantry: Sign in 8:30am Distribution 10:30  Monetary Donations 

       payable to St. Vincent de Paul in a marked envelope dropped off at the church  office  or in the  Sunday 

       Collection basket. For more information & to volunteer call (805) 646-4338 ext.104 & your call will be returned. 

4th Wednesday of each month—Family to Family:   303 N. Ventura Ave. Next to 

      Catholic Charities.  Call the Parish Office for more information (805) 646-4338 

 February 4  Liturgical Music  Lisa Boyd & Bryant Huber  Alberto Santana 

 March 3  The Real Presence  Fr. Barney Johns, O.S.A.  Laura Duran & Flora Ponce 

 April 7  Artificial Intelligence, Medicine, & Catholic Ethics  John Clark Levin  

El Rosario (1:00 p.m.)  Massiel Grisin 

April 28 Preparing the Catholic Way—Preparado el Camino Michael Boyko Michael Boyko 

 
 

LENTEN PARISH RETREAT 
Everyone is Invited 

February 24, 2024 
9:00am to 6:00pm 

 

More details to follow in the coming weeks 

Cut and Save 



Readings for the week of January 14, 2024 

Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19/Ps 40:2, 4 7-8, 8-9,  

  10 (8a, 9a)/1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20/ 

  Jn 1:35-42    

Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17,  

  21 and 23/Mk 2:18-22 

Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 27-28/ 

  Mk 2:23-28  

Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Ps 144:1b,  

  2, 9-10/Mk 3:1-6  

Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Ps 56:2-3, 9-10a,  

  10b-11, 12-13/Mk 3:7-12  

Friday:  1 Sm 24:3-21/Ps 57:2, 3-4, 6 and 11/ 

  Mk 3:13-19 

Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/Ps 80:2- 

  3, 5-7/Mk 3:20-21  

Next Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9   

  (4a)/1 Cor 7:29-31/Mk 1:14-20 

Observances for the week of January 14, 2024 

Monday: Martin Luther King Day   

Wednesday: St. Anthony, Abbot 

Thursday: January 18-25 is the Week of Prayer  

  for Christian Unity  

Saturday: St. Fabian, Pope and Martyr; 

  St. Sebastian, Martyr  

Next Sunday: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Las conmemoraciones de la semana 

del 14 de enero de 2024 

Lunes:  Día de Martin Luther King  

Miércoles: San Antonio, abad  

Jueves: Del 18 al 25 de enero se celebra la 
 semana de oración por la unidad de los 

cristianos  

Sábado: San Fabián, papa y mártir;  

  San Sebastián, mártir 

Domingo siguiente: 3er Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 

Second Sunday In Ordinary Time Secundo Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 

- INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK- 

“Come and see,” Jesus said to the disciples who were 

curious to know about him. Today, he whispers this 

invitation into the deepest place of our heart. Have 

courage — go, and see what Christ has to show you. 

-INSPIRACIÓN DE LA SEMANA - 

“Venid y ved,” dijo Jesús a los discípulos que tenían 

curiosidad por saber de él. Hoy, él susurra esta 

invitación en lo más profundo de nuestro corazón. Ten 

valor: ve y mira lo que Cristo tiene para mostrarte. 

Primera Lectura: En el llamado del Señor a Samuel, Elí 

le enseña a Samuel la importancia de “escuchar” la voz 

de Dios. ¿Puedes nombrar algo que hayas oído del  

Señor? 

Segunda Lectura:  Pablo veía nuestros cuerpos físicos 

como un templo del Espíritu Santo, destinado a 

resucitar después de la muerte, así como Jesús resucitó 

de entre los muertos. ¿Cuáles son algunas maneras de 

tratar tu cuerpo con reverencia y respeto? 

Evangelio:  En el relato de Juan sobre el llamado de los 

primeros discípulos, escuchamos las primeras palabras 

que Jesús pronuncia en el Evangelio de Juan: “¿Qué 

buscáis?” ¿Cómo puedes convencer a familiares o 

amigos de que Jesús es lo que todos deberíamos buscar? 

 

Las lecturas de la semana del 14 de enero de 2024 

Domingo: 1 Sm 3, 3-10. 19/Sal 39, 2. 4 7-8. 8-9.  

  10 (8. 9)/1 Cor 6, 13-15. 17-20/Jn 1, 35-42    
Lunes:  1 Sm 15, 16-23/Sal 49, 8-9. 16-17. 21  
  y 23/Mc 2, 18-22 
Martes:  1 Sm 16, 1-13/Sal 88, 20. 21-22. 27-28/Mc 
  2, 23-28  
Miércoles: 1 Sm 17, 32-33. 37. 40-51/Sal 143, 1.  
  2. 9-10/Mc 3, 1-6  
Jueves:  1 Sm 18, 6-9; 19, 1-7/Sal 55, 2-3.  
  9-10. 10-11. 12-13/Mc 3, 7-12  
Viernes: 1 Sm 24, 3-21/Sal 56, 2. 3-4. 6 y 11/ 
  Mc 3, 13-19 
Sábado: 2 Sm 1, 1-4. 11-12. 17. 19. 23-27/Sal  
  79, 2-3. 5-7/Mc 3, 20-21  
Domingo siguiente: Jon 3, 1-5. 10/Sal 24, 4-5. 6-7.  
  8-9 (4)/1 Cor 7, 29-31/Mc 1, 14-20  

First Reading:    In the Lord’s call to Samuel, Eli 

teaches Samuel the importance of “listening” to God’s 

voice.  Can you name something you have heard from 

the Lord?  

Second Reading:    Paul saw our physical bodies as a 

temple of the Holy Spirit, destined to be raised after 

death just as Jesus was raised from the dead. What are 

some ways to treat your body with reverence and 

respect?  

Gospel:    In John’s account of the call of the first 

disciples, we hear the first words Jesus speaks in the 

Gospel of John: “What are you looking for?” How can 

you convince family or friends that Jesus is what we all 

should be looking for? 



STAFF AND SERVICES 

Pastor, Father Kirk Davis, O.S.A. (805) 646-4338 x105 frkirk@stacojai.org 

Associate Pastor, Fr. Fernando Lopez O.S.A (805) 646-4338 x103 frfernando@stacojai.org 

Deacon Phil Nelson (805) 276-3799 deaconphil@stacojai.org 

Parish Office/Bookkeeper, Kathleen Lansing (805) 646-4338 x101 office@stacojai.org 

Religious Education, Aina Yates (805) 646-4338 x111 aina@stacojai.org 

Bulletin Editor, Virginia Aguirre (805) 646-4338 x101 bulletin@stacojai.org 

Facilities & Grounds, Mario Ramirez (805) 646-4338 x106 office@stacojai.org 

Aquinas  Center & Facility Rental (805) 646-4338 x101 office@stacojai.org 

Bereavement  (805) 646-4338 x101 office@stacojai.org 

Communion to the Sick, Steve Barrack  stephenpbarrack@gmail.com 

Finance Council, Dan Reid (805) 646-4338 x102 ojaireid@gmail.com 

St. Vincent de Paul (805) 646-4338 x104  

Food Pantry (805) 646-4338 x112  

Cómo escuchar con atención cuando se le revela 

un abuso  

Revelar el abuso es uno de los pasos más difíciles 

(y más importantes) que da una víctima de abuso. 

Si un niño elige contarle sobre el abuso sufrido, 

asegúrese de escucharlo con atención. Préstele al 

niño su absoluta atención y escúchele con calma, 

sin emitir juicios ni suposiciones. Escuche pa-

cientemente sin llenar los espacios en blanco ni 

hacer sugerencias. Lo mejor es que el niño cuente 

su propia historia. Haga preguntas limitadas y 

solo para obtener información necesaria para de-

nunciar los abusos. Para obtener más información, 

lea el artículo en inglés de VIRTUS® “Responding 

to Youth Disclosures or Concerns of Abuse” ...   

(Respondiendo a las revelaciones o inquietudes de 

abuso de los jóvenes) en lacatholics.org/did-you-know/. Lea 
el artículo en inglés de VIRTUS® “Responding to Youth Disclosures or Concerns of 

Abuse”(Respondiendo a las revelaciones o inquietudes de abuso de los jóvenes) aquí. 

How to actively listen to abuse disclosures 

Disclosing abuse is one of the hardest — and 

most important — steps for a victim to take. If a 

child chooses to tell you about abuse, make sure 

you are actively listening. Give the child all of 

your attention and listen calmly, without making 

judgements or assumptions. Listen patiently 

without filling in the blanks or making 

suggestions. The best thing is for the child to tell 

his or her own story. Ask limited questions, and 

only for information needed to report abuse. For 

more information on actively listening, read the 

VIRTUS® article “Responding to Youth 

Disclosures or Concerns of Abuse” 

at lacatholics.org/did-you-know/.  

Read the VIRTUS® article “Responding to Youth 

Disclosures or Concerns of Abuse” here. 

Did 

You Know? 

https://lacatholics.org/did-you-know/
https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Jan-13-14-Active-Listening.pdf
https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Jan-13-14-Active-Listening.pdf
https://lacatholics.org/did-you-know/
https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Jan-13-14-Active-Listening.pdf
https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Jan-13-14-Active-Listening.pdf

