ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC CHURCH

185 St. Thomas Drive, Ojai, California 93023 805-646-4338 FAX 805-646-5928
Office Hours Monday-Friday 9:00AM-5:00PM
WEBSITE STACOJALLORG  FACEBOOK.COM/STACOJAI  FACEBOOK.COM/STACKIDS

Served by the Augustinians
Pastor Father Kirk Davis O.S.A.
Associate Pastor Father Fernando Lopez O.S.A.,
and Deacon Phil Nelson

Squ:g;JyRI\C/I;;ESes T H E E P I P H ANY
SATURDAY EVENING VIGILS

English 5:00PM & Spanish 6:30PM O F T I_I E L OR D
Kbt

Spanish 11:30AM

WEEKDAYS
M-F 9:00AM
Saturday 8AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturdays 3:30PM - 4:30PM

EXPOSITION AND ADORATION
Of the Blessed Sacrament
Friday 9:30AM-10:30PM

PRAYER LINE
Contact Parish Office

WEDDINGS
Contact Parish Office

BAPTISMS
English: Dn. Phil Nelson
Spanish: Fr. Fernando Lopez OSA

Behold, the star that they had seen
FUNERALS at its rising preceded them,

Contact Parish Office e
until it came and stopped over

PRIVATE PRAYER the place where the child was.
Church open Mon-Sat

10AM-4PM Matthew 2:9
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' Our celebrations of Christmas and New Years
 are behind us and we find ourselves looking

| ahead to another year. At the same time,
we’re continuing to experience profound
disruptions to our daily lives caused by the ongoing pandemic.
As | write this message in time for the bulletin deadline
(December 23), updated protocols from Archbishop Gomez
dictate that parishes in Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties
continue to be allowed to offer public worship either outdoors
or via livestream only. We will of course continue to monitor
protocols and make adjustments to how we gather as
indicated.

Looking ahead, one question that has been asked frequently
is: “What do we do if it rains?” After considerable discernment
and conversations with stakeholders and among ourselves,
Fr. Fernando and | have decided that in the event of rain being
present before any of our weekday or Sunday celebrations of
Mass, we will offer that Mass from inside the church via
livestream only. Put another way, if you find it's raining when
you leave the house to come to church, most likely an “in
person” Mass will not be available to you that day and you are
invited to join us via livestream.

Continuing news about the increasing availability of
vaccines lifts my spirits and gives me hope that one day soon
we will be able to return to celebrating as we used to.

God's peace,
Fr. Kirk

03 de enero de 2021
Carta del P. Kirk

Nuestras celebraciones de Navidad y Afio Nuevo ya estan
detras de nosotros y nos encontramos mirando hacia otro afo.
Al mismo tiempo, seguimos experimentando profundas
perturbaciones en nuestra vida diaria causadas por la
pandemia. Mientras escribo este mensaje a tiempo para la
fecha limite del boletin (23 de diciembre), los protocolos
actualizados del arzobispo Gémez dictan que las parroquias
de los condados de Ventura y Santa Bérbara sigan ofreciendo
culto publico al aire libre 0 solo a través de la transmision en
directo. Por supuesto, seguiremos supervisando los
protocolos y haciendo ajustes en la forma en que nos reunimos
como se indica. De cara al futuro, una pregunta que se ha
hecho con frecuencia es: "; Qué hacemos si llueve?" Después
de un considerable discernimiento y conversaciones con las
partes interesadas y entre nosotros, el P. Fernando y yo
hemos decidido que en caso de lluvia esté presente antes de
cualquiera de nuestras celebraciones de la Misa de lunes a
sabado, o dominical, ofreceremos esa misa desde el interior de
la iglesia sélo a través de livestream. Dicho de otra manera, si
encuentras que esta lloviendo cuando sales de la casa para
venir a la iglesia, lo mas probable es que una misa "en
persona” no estara disponible para ti ese dia y te invitamos a
unirte a nosotros a través de la transmisién en vivo.

Las continuas noticias sobre la creciente
disponibilidad de vacunas me levantan el &nimo y me dan la
esperanza de que un dia pronto podremos volver a celebrar
como soliamos hacerlo.

La paz de Dios,
P. Kirk

THE HOLY STAR
O Father, may that holy star
Grow every year more bright

And send its glorious beams afar
To fill the world with light.

LA ESTRELLA SANTA
Oh Padre, que esa santa estrella
Crecer cada afio més brillante
Y enviar sus rayos gloriosos a lo lejos
Para llenar el mundo de luz.

i - _— DAILY MASS INTENTIONS

i ; Saturday Jan 02 5:00PM

i Sunday Jan 03 9:30AM Larry Acariz t By: Charles Coscarelli

1 Monday Jan 04 9:00AM Marie Coscarelli T  By: Charles Coscarelli

i Tuesday Jan 05 9:00AM David Hitz t By: Mary Kazmer

i Wednesday Jan 06 9:00AM Dan Leary t By: John & Joan McNeil

i | Thursday Jan 07 9:00AM Mario Priza t By: Helen & Vincent Peterson
i Friday Jan 08 9:00AM Sheila Cluff 1 By: John & Joan McNeil

i ) Saturday Jan 09 8:00AM Charles Coscarelli t By: Charles Coscarelli

\
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= Family Sacramental Preparation Mass
21NN Please attend regular Mass either 9:30AM or 11:30 AM on Sunday and then the video is
I = — available to view on https://lwww.facebook.com/STACojai
— — 7= Misa de preparacion sacramental familiar
Chel@) Por favor, asista a la misa regular ya sea 9:30AM o 11:30 AM el domingo y luego
el video esta disponible para ver en https://www.facebook.com/STACojai

Your legacy to St. Thomas Parish

Your legacy to St. Thomas Parish Did you know that you can make a
gift to St. Thomas by naming it as a beneficiary in your will, trust or
retirement account? Such a gift is not difficult or costly to arrange.

But it would support the parish in its mission to evangelize and bless

future generations of parishioners. Questions?

Call the rectory at 805-646-4338.

Su legado a la Parroquia de Santo Tomas
Su legado a la Parroquia de Santo Tomas ¢ Sabias que puedes hacer
un regalo a Santo Tomas nombrandolo como beneficiario en tu
cuenta de voluntad, fideicomiso o jubilacién? Tal regalo no es dificil 0
costoso de organizar. Pero apoyaria a la parroquia en su mision de
evangelizar y bendecir a las generaciones futuras de
feligreses. ¢Preguntas? Llame a la rectoria al
805-646-4338.

60D'S WORD FOR CHILDREN

When Jesus was born, God placed a special star in the sky.
It brought Wise Men to the place where Jesus was.
Look at the top star.

Then finish drawing the others so they look like it.

Epiphany of the Lord

Before Jesus was born, the prophet Micah wrote that
Bethlehem would be an important place (Micah 5:1).
Draw a line through the first word and then every other word after that.
The words that are left will tell you part of what was written
about this famous town.

When

sent search

decide
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TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! The Lord
shines upon you and the glory of the Lord appears over you
(Isaiah 60:1-6).

Psalm - Lord, every nation on earth will adore you (Psalm 72).
Second Reading — The Gentiles are coheirs, copartners in
the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel

(Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6).

Gospel — Magi from the east arrived, looking for the newborn
king of the Jews (Matthew 2:1-12).

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: 1Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a;

Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday: 1Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13;

Mk 6:45-52
Thursday: 1Jn 4:19 —5:4; Ps 72: 1-2, 14, 15bc, 17;

Lk 4:14-22a
Friday: 1Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16
Saturday: 1.Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:22-30
Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11; Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10

or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd-6; Acts 10:34-38 or
1Jn 5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord;
National Migration Week
Monday: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Tuesday: St. John Neumann
Wednesday:  St. André Bessette
Thursday: St. Raymond of Penyafort;

Julian Calendar Christmas

LECTURAS DE HOY

Primera lectura — jLevantate y brilla, Jerusalén! La gloria del
Sefior amaneci6 sobre ti (Isaias 60:1-6).

Salmo — Que te adoren, Sefior, todos los pueblos

(Salmo 72 [71]).

Segunda lectura — El misterio de que los gentiles son
coherederos, socios en la promesa en Jesucristo, se ha dado a
conocer a los hombres (Efesios 3:2-3a, 5-6).

Evangelio — Magos del oriente llegaron, diciendo: “; Donde
esta el rey de los judios que ha nacido?”

(Mateo 2:1-12).

LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA
Lunes: 1Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Sal 2:7bc-8, 10-123;
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Martes: 1Jn 4:7-10; Sal 72 (71):1-4, 7-8; Mc 6:34-44
Miércoles: 1Jn 4:11-18; Sal 72 (71):1-2, 10, 12-13;
Mc 6:45-52
Jueves: 1Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Sal 72 (71): 1-2, 14, 15bc,
17; Lc 4:14-22a
Viernes: 1Jn 5:5-13; Sal 147:12-15, 19-20; Lc 5:12-16
Sabado: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Sal 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:22-30
Domingo: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 o Is 55:1-11; Sal 29 (28):1-4, 3,
9-10 0 Is 12:2-3, 4bcd-6; Hch 10:34-38 o
1Jn 5:1-9; Mc 1:7-11
SANTOS Y OTRAS CELEBRACIONES
Domingo: La Epifania del Sefior;
Semana Nacional de la Migracion
Lunes: anta Isabel Ana Seton
Martes: San Juan Neumann
Miércoles: San André Bessette;
Dia de los Santos Reyes Magos
(Puerto Rico y América Latina)
Jueves: San Raimundo de Penafort; Natividad del

Sefior en el calendario juliano

I
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Please keep Fr. Harry in your daily prayers

<85> <85> <85> <8)> <8)> <> <> < B> < B> < B> < B> < B> < B> < B> < B> <&H>

Please pray for the happy repose of the souls of,
Fr. Harry Neely, OSA

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

&r >
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Amen.
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Pastor, Father Kirk Davis, O.S.A.
Associate Pastor, Fernando Lopez, O.S.A.
Deacon Phil Nelson

Parish Office/Bookkeeper, Kathleen Lansing

Religious Education, Aina Yates
R.C.LA., Sr. Rachel Yourgules
Bulletin Editor, Rubeena Estrada
Facilities & Grounds, Max Pineda
Aquinas Center & Facility Rental
Bereavement, Paula Clark
Communion to the Sick, Steve Barrack
Family to Family, Marie Maier
Finance Council, Dan Reid

Liturgy Committee, Deacon Phil
Pastoral Council, Randy Wells

St Vincent de Pauls, Bonnie Patton
Share the Harvest, Tina Ford

PARISH STAFF & PARISH DIRECTORY

805-646-4338 X105 frkirk@stacojai.org
805-646-4338 X103 friernando@stacojai.org
805-276-3799 deaconphil@stacojai.org
805-646-4338 X101 office@stacojai.org
805-646-4338 X111 aina@stacojai.org
805-646-4338 X110 rachelheartsup@aol.com
805-646-4338 X109 bulletin@stacojai.org
805-646-4338 X106 office@stacojai.org
805-646-4338 X101 office@stacojai.org
805-646-4338 X108 paulafclarke@yahoo.com
stephenpbarrack@gmail.com
805-646-5980 maminojai@gmail.com
805-646-4338 X102 ojaireid@gmail.com
805-276-3799 deaconphil@stacojai.org
805-901-3623
805-646-4338 X 104
805-645-4338 X 112 btford80@gmail.com
BULLETIN DEADLINES

Please submit your bulletin requests to the office or by email to bulletin@stacojai.org by 3:00PM Friday

FEAST OF FAITH
The Liturgy of Emmanuel

The assembly has gathered from near and far, on
foot, by bus, by car, by subway, singly and by twos and threes:
single people, couples, families. Now that movement is ritual-
ized and made visible in the liturgy’s entrance procession.

We are not alone on this journey; Christ is with us.
The procession is led by the cross, with the image of Christ
upon it. Candles, signs of a living presence, are carried around
the cross. Candles also accompany the Book of the Gospels,
another sign of Emmanuel, God-with-us. The priest presider is
likewise a sign of Christ's presence in our assembly; he will act
in persona Christi, in the person of Christ, who presides at
every Eucharist.

As the procession begins, we stand and sing together
in our first act as a community. The joining of our voices begins
to turn many into one. The songs we sing range from ancient
chants to contemporary hymns, but they have the same pur-
pose, to foster our unity and turn our thoughts to the mysteries
we gather to celebrate. We may feel that we can't sing well, but
“Christ always invites us to enter into song, to rise above our
own preoccupations, and to give our entire selves to the hymn
of his Paschal Sacrifice” (USCCB, Sing to the Lord, 14).

FIESTADE LAFE

La liturgia de Emmanuel

La asamblea se ha reunido desde cerca y lejos, a pie,
en autobus, en coche, en metro, solo y por dos y tres:
personas solteras, parejas, familias. Ahora ese movimiento
se ritualiza y se hace visible en la procesion de entrada de la
liturgia.

No estamos solos en este viaje; Cristo esta con
nosotros. La procesion es guiada por la cruz, con la imagen de
Cristo sobre ella. Las velas, signos de una presencia viva, se
llevan alrededor de la cruz. Las velas también acompafian el
Libro de los Evangelios, otro signo de Emmanuel, Dios con
nosotros. El sacerdote presidente es también un signo de la
presencia de Cristo en nuestra asamblea; actuara en persona
Christi, en la persona de Cristo, que preside cada Eucaristia.

A medida que comienza la procesion, nos ponemos
de pie y nos almamos juntos en nuestro primer acto como
comunidad. La union de nuestras voces comienza a convertir
a muchos en uno. Las canciones que cantamos van desde
cantos antiguos hasta himnos contemporaneos, pero tienen el
mismo propdsito, fomentar nuestra unidad y volver nuestros
pensamientos a los misterios que reunimos para celebrar.
Podemos sentir que no podemos cantar bien, pero "Cristo
siempre nos invita a entrar en el canto, a elevarnos por encima
de nuestras propias preocupaciones y a dar todo nuestro yo al
himno de su sacrificio pascual" (USCCB, Sing to the Lord, 14).
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January 3, 2021
The Epiphany of the Lord

In Matthew’s Gospel today we see two
extremely different perspectives, two different
reasons for searching for Jesus. In some ways,
his resembles the polarization of our nation
in today’s time. What one group sees as good
or the nation, those with opposing views
hink will wreck the country. The Magi were
astrologers who saw a vision in the sky and
were trying to find a way to follow it and
discover the new king of the Jews. Herod
heard about this king, and his reaction was dark and
negative. He saw the birth of such a king as a threat to his
power as the Roman leader of the country and wanted the
Magi to pass on to him what they knew about this Christ
child. Similarly, on a more personal level, we can either
[feel threatened or excited by changes that may come,
depending on our perspective.

GIVING HOMAGE

In our minds, it is easy to mix up bits and pieces from
Euke’s account of the shepherds coming to see Jesus in

he stable and the story of the magi. Clearly, it has taken
he magi time to get here, and the reading speaks of them
coming to the house where the star led them. Nevertheless,
I:hey “prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then
hey opened their treasures . . .

How do we do this? Do we continue looking for Jesus,
even if takes a while and he is not where we expect to see
|him? Are we paying attention to the signs showing us the
way? What gifts do we have with which to pay him homage?
After seeing him, the Magi were warned in a dream not to
g0 back the way they came. But if we have seen the Christ
child, how can we go back to where we were? We must
continue to respond to God's call to move forward and grow
[in our lives. We must seek the right and just path and turn
away from the “Herods” and inherent evils in our life.

Today’s Readings: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13;
[Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12

3 de enero de 2021

La Epifania del Sefior
En el Evangelio de hoy de Mateo vemos
dos perspectivas extremadamente diferentes,
dos razones diferentes para buscar a Jests. En
cierto modo, esto se parece a la polarizacic’)nl
de nuestra nacién en el tiempo actual. Lo
que un grupo ve como bueno para la nacién,
quienes tienen puntos de vista opuesto piensan
que eso arruinard el pafs. Los Reyes Magos eranI
‘ astrélogos que vieron una visién en el cielo |
trataban de encontrar una forma de seguirla
y descubrir al nuevo rey de los judios. Herodes escuchq
acerca de este rey y su reaccién fue oscura y negativa. Elf
vio el nacimiento de tal rey como una amenaza a su pode
como lider romano del pais y pidi6 a los Reyes Mayos
le dijeran lo que sabian sobre ese nifio mesfas. De igual|
manera, en un nivel mds personal, ya sea que nos podamos
sentir amenazados o emocionados por los cambios que|
puedan venir, dependiendo de nuestra perspectiva.

DANDO HOMENAJE

En nuestras mentes, es facil mezclar pedazos y piezas
del relato de Lucas que cuenta acerca de los pastores que|
vinieron a ver a Jes(s en el establo y la historia de los magos.
Claramente, a los magos les tomé tiempo llegar hasta ahf y|
la lectura habla de ellos yendo a la casa donde la estrella los
guiaba. Sin embargo, “se postraron y le rindieron homenaje.
Luego abrieron sus tesoros . . . “

;Cémo lo hacemos? ;Seguimos buscando a Jests, aunque
tarde un poco y no esté donde esperamos verlo? ;Estamos
atentos a las sefales que nos indican el camino? ;Qué regalos
tenemos para rendirle homenaje? Después de verlo, en un|
suefio los magos fueron advertidos de no regresar por donde|
habfan ido. Pero si ya vimos al nifio Jests, ;cémo podemos
regresar por donde estdbamos? Debemos seguir respondiendo
al llamado de Dios para avanzar y crecer en nuestras vidas.
Debemos buscar el camino justo y correcto y alejarnos de
“Herodes” y de los males propios de nuestra vida.

Las lecturas de hoy: Is 60:1-6; Sal 72 (71):1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13;
Efe 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12

All kings shall pay him homage,
all nations shall serve him.
— Psalm 72:11

Ante €l se postraran todos los reyes

y todas las naciones.
— Salmo 72 (71):11
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL’S PANTRY
Next one, Saturday, January 16, 2020

We have served 296 families this month and served 1091 individuals just with the pantry on the 3rd Saturday of each month.
Pop Ups will change to 2nd and 4th Mondays starting in January and will go through April
Food Share we will 10:00am to 12:30pm every Monday.
We can still use help bagging and handing out packages, please be there by 8:00 am and for bagging 2:30pm on the Friday
before. We are very grateful for all the donations and for any money donated, which can be dropped off at the church
office or put through the mail slot by the office door. Thank you to all who have helped and prayed for us in anyway.
You have been a part of helping those in need and | know you will be rewarded in heaven, Bonnie (805) 646-4338 X104

The pantry is in much need of the following Items:
Canned foods: veggies, fruit, tuna, spam, chicken, ham...etc.
Paper towels, toilet paper, cereal of all kinds, pasta of all kinds, rice, beans, jam, jelly,
peanut butter, crackers, soups. Baby products are also in need, Diapers of any size,
Canned and non-perishable needed as well.

We need volunteers to help bag on “EVERY “ Friday at 2:30PM before and help distribute on Saturday 8:00 AM.

Monies donations: Please make checks out to: “ST VINCENT DE PAULS” and place it in a
CLEARLY MARKED ENVELOPE and drop off your envelope at the church office.

Thank you to everyone for volunteering and all the hard work that you do.

WE NEED DONATIONS and VOLUNTEERS

Protecting Seniors

A 5 245F _EN

Nationwide -
Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly -
* One Free Month Get th’s

* No Long-Term Contract
L Bl weekly bulletin
delivered by

Call Today! Toll Free 1.877.801.8608
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!
email: berryd@jspaluch.com

www.jspaluch.com

Call Debbie Berry www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

800.231.0805

Courtesy of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc. Q

A ministry of the Church
CATHOLIC serving the faithful.

CEMETERIES

Learn about our 11 locations in

& MORTUARIES Los Angeles, Ventura and

Santa Barbara counties

EVERLASTING FAITH. EVERLASTING LIFE. ¢
CatholicCM.org

924800 St Thomas Aquinas Church (B) www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805
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FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION SERVICE
Funerals, Cremations
Preplanning

For more information go to:
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Funeral Directors
Michael K. Boyko
Joseph H. “Jay” Ryba
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VENTURA
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www.reardonfuneral.com
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A Stroke of Brilliance...

Complete Line Of Residential And
Commercial Paint, Tools and Supplies
FRONTIER PAINT
227 Baldwin Road, Ojai, CA 93023
(805) 646-0459

The Most Complete

Online National

Check It Out Today! Catholic Parishes

Directory of
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