ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC CHURCH

185 St. Thomas Drive, Ojai, California 93023 805-646-4338 FAX 805-646-5928
Office Hours Monday-Friday 8:00AM-5:00PM
WEBSITE STACOJAIL.ORG ~ FACEBOOK.COM/STACOJAI FACEBOOK.COM/
STACKIDS -

Served by the Augustinians
Pastor Father Tom Verber O.S.A. B
Associate Pastor Father Fernando Lopez 0.S.A. and Deacon Phil Nelson |

St. Thomas Aquinas Church - 100 Years of Serving the People of the Ojai Valley

LITURGIES

TUESDAY
Saturd ECENMPRED 5L
8:00AM Daly Mass DECEMBER 18TH
Vigils ReconciliationService 7:00PM see page 3

5:00PM English & 7:30PM Spanish

Sunday
7:30AM & 9:30AM English
11:30AM Spanish

Weekdays
M-F 9:00AM Parish

COMMUNION TO THE

HOMEBOUND
stephenpbarrack@gmail.com

RECONCILIATION Third Sunday of

Saturdays 3:30-4:30PM or d '

by appointment 646-4338 X105

ROSARIES
Wednesday 6:15PM ~ Spanish
Friday 9:30AM ~ Cenacles of Life

Sunday 7:00AM December 16, 2018
Thursday Morning through
Saturday Morning
PRAYER LINE - .
. .. I am baptizin ou with water,
805-276-3799 or deaconphil@stacojai.org but one nfigh tiegrythan I is coming.
WEDDINGS I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals.
Call for appointment with the Pastor
BAPTISMS YOUTH CHRISTMAS CHOIR
(Call for appointment) o
Spanish-Father Fernando PAGE 6
English-Deacon Phil
— CHRISTMAS FLOWER
Please call 646-4338 X101 DONATIONS

PAGE 4




100 Years of Serving the People of the Ojai Valley

3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT

3 DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO
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Third Sunday of Advent

Zephaniah’s description of God in today’s first
reading is quite striking. It is remarkable that after
most of the book of Zephaniah paints a dark picture
of God’s judgment on the “Day of the Lord,” we see
God singing with joy, partying and celebrating, burst-
ing with love for the Chosen People. Such is God's
delight in us human beings.

In the scriptures, there seem to be two kinds of
moments when God is especially delighted. First,
during creation, when God creates something beauti-
ful: not only the whole universe, but also individual human persons,
made in God’s image. Second, after times of separation, when God
celebrates the restoration of intimacy with God's beloved.

As Paul writes to the Church in Philippi, those on the path of faith
might somehow get swept up in God's joy. Because in Christ and
through the Holy Spirit, God continually speaks and listens to those
in united in faith. We participate in God’s delight in creation when
we are creative ourselves, when we add to the world's beauty. We
also participate when we join in the work of reconciliation and act
to heal human divisions and restore relationships.

Is coming,

BEGIN WHERE YOU ARE

In today’s Gospel, those who listened to John the Baptist's pro-
phetic preaching were quite troubled, and moved to ask “What
should we do?” Although John had given dire warnings about what
might happen if they did not sincerely repent, he did not suggest
drastic actions. He recommended that people begin where they are,
and work within their daily circumstances. Share generously. Treat
people fairly. Be content with what you have. These were perhaps
small steps turning them, in God’s time, toward deeper change.

Afirst step for us might be to learn, however slowly, to listen to
God speaking within the context of our lives. We can respond with
small concrete actions and perhaps learn what God wishes to say
through them. We can then listen anew for the next step.

[ am baptizing you with water,

but one mightier than |

Today’s Readings: Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18

Tercer Domingo de Adviento

En la primera lectura, la descripcion que Sofonfas
) hace de Dios es bastante sorprendente. Es notable
que después de que la mayor parte del libro de
Sofonfas describa una imagen oscura del juicio de
Dios en el “Dia del Sefior”, vemos a Dios cantando
alegremente, festejando y celebrando, lleno de amor
por el Pueblo Elegido. Tal es el deleite de Dios en
nosotros los seres humanos.

En las Escrituras, parece que hay dos tipos de
momentos cuando Dios estd especialmente feliz.
Primero, durante la creacién, cuando Dios crea algo
hermoso: no solo el universo entero, sino también a cada uno de los
seres humanos, hechos a imagen y semejanza de Dios. Segundo,
después de los tiempos de separacion, cuando Dios celebra la
restauracion con la intimidad del amado de Dios.

Asf como Pablo escribe a la iglesia de Filipo, aquellas personas
en el camino de la fe podrian de alguna manera ser arrasadas por
el gozo de Dios. Porque en Cristo y por medio del Espiritu Santo,
Dios continuamente habla y escucha a quienes estdn unidos en
la fe. Participamos de la alegrfa de Dios en la creacién cuando
somos creativos nosotros mismos, cuando aportamos a la belleza
del mundo. También participamos cuando nos alegramos en el
trabajo de la reconciliacién y obramos para sanar las divisiones entre
personas y restauramos las relaciones humanas.

EMPIEZA DONDE ESTAS

En el Evangelio de hoy, aquellas personas que escuchan
a predicacion profética de Juan el Bautista estaban bastante
la predicacién profética de Juan el Bautista estaban bastante
preocupados y preguntaron “;Qué debemos hacer?” Aunque Juan ya
habfa advertido acerca de lo que podrfa pasar si no se arrepentian
sinceramente, €l no sugirié acciones drésticas. El recomendd que
las personas empezaran donde estaban, y trabajaran dentro de
sus circunstancias diarias. Compartir generosamente. Tratar a las
personas justamente. Contentarse con lo que se tiene. Estos fueron
quizd pequeiios pasos que los convirtieron, en el tiempo de Dios,
hacia un cambio mds profundo.

Un primer paso para nosotros podria ser aprender, aunque sea
lentamente, a escuchar que Dios nos habla en aquello que ocurre
en nuestras vidas. Podemos responder con pequefias acciones
concretas y quizd aprender lo que Dios desea decir por medio de
ellas. Entonces podemos escuchar el siguiente paso.

Lecturas de hoy: Sof 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Flp 4:4-7; Lc 3:10-18



St. Thomas Aquinas Church

COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICE servicio de penitencia comunal

Come celebrate Ven a celebrar
Advent Adviento
with God'’s con Dios
love and amory
forgiveness at; perdoén en
ADVIENTO
ADVENT RECONCILIACION
RECONCILIATION SERVICIO
SERVICE MARTES
TUESDAY DICIEMBRE
DECEMBER "
7:00 PM
18TH
7:00PM Habra
muchos
There will be sacerdotes
many priests disponible
available in en ambos
both English ingleses y
and Spanish espaiiol
available.

disponible.




St. Thomas Aquinas Church

READINGS FOR THE WEEK LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA
. c
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Monday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17; Domingo: Sof 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-6; Fil 4:4-7; Lc 3:10-18

Mt 1:1-17 Lunes: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Sal 72 (71):1-4ab, 7-8, 17;
Tuesday: Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:1-17

Mt 1:18-25 Martes: Jer 23:5-8; Sal 72 (71):1-2, 12-13, 18-19;
Wednesday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, Mt 1:18-25

16-17; Lk 1:5-25 Miércoles: Jue 13:2-7, 24-25a; Sal 71 (70):3-4a, 5-6ab,
Thursday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Lk 1:26-38 16-17; Lc 1:5-25
Friday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Jueves: Is 7:10-14; Sal 24 (23):1-6; Lc 1:26-38

Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45 Viernes: Cant 2:8-14 o Sof 3:14-18a;
Saturday: 1.Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk 1:46-56 Sal 33 (32):2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Lc 1:39-45
Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19; Sébado: 1.Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lc 1:46-56

Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45 Domingo: Mi 5:1-4a; Sal 80 (81) :2-3, 15-16, 18-19;
Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-6; Phil 4:4-7; Heb 10:5-10; Lc 1:39-45

Lk 3:10-18

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES LOS SANTOS Y OTRAS CELEBRACIONES

Sunday: Third Sunday of Advent; Domingo: Tercer Domingo de Adviento;

Las Posadas begins Las Posadas comienzan
Tuesday: International Migrants Day Martes: Dia Internacional del Emigrante
Friday: St. Peter Canisius; Winter begins Viernes: San Pedro Canisio; Invierno

BULLETIN DEADLINES FOR BULLETIN PUBLISHING FOR HOLIDAYS—NO EXCEPTIONS
Monday December 17 ALL requests for Bulletin of December 30
Wednesday December 19 ALL requests for Bulletin of January 6, 2019

CHRISTMAS FLOWER
DONATIONS

Sobres De Donacion

De Flor De Altar para la

Altar Flower Donation Envelopes
for the Christmas Season are
available in the vestibule. The

envelopes can be put in the
offering baskets or turned into the
parish office. There is a place on
the envelope to make
a dedication, and
the envelopes will be placed
on the Altar.

Thank you for your contribution.

temporada navideiia son
Disponible en el portal. los
sobres se pueden poner en

el Ofreciendo canastas o

entregadas en la oficina
parroquial. Hay un lugar en

el sobre para hacer una dedicacion,
y los sobres seran
colocados en el altar.

Gracias por tu contribucion




St. Thomas Aquinas Church

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH ESTA SEMANA EN NUESTRA PARROQUIA

Sun: 12-16 3 SUNDAY OF ADVENT Dom 12-16 3 DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO
7:00AM Rosary 7:00 AM Rosario
10:30AM RCIA 10:30 AM RICA
4:00-6:00PM Confirmation 4: 00-6: 00PM Confirmacion
Mon: 12-17 Lun: 12-17
Tue: 12-18  4:00PM DEFENDERS OF LIFE Mar: 12-18  4:.00PM DEFENSORES DE LA VIDA
@ OLA @ OLA
6:00PM HOMELESS SHELTER 6:00 PM REFUGIO SIN HOGAR
7:00PM PENANCE SERVICE 7:00PM SERVICIO DE PENITENCIA
7-8:30PM English Class 7-8: 30PM Clase de inglés
7:00PM Spanish Class 7:00 PM clase de espafiol
7:00PM Choir 7:00 PM Coro
7:00PM RCIA 7:00 PM RICA
Wed: 1219 3:30-4:45PM Middle School Youth Group Miér: 12-19  3:30-4:45PM Grupo de jovenes de secundaria
4:45-5:45PM CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS 4:45-5:45PM NAVIDAD INFANTIL
CHOIR REHEARSAL ENSAYO DEL CORO
3:30-5:00PM Religious Education 3:30-5 00PM Educacion Religiosa
6-7:30PM Religious Education-Sp 6-7: 30PM Educacion Religiosa-SP
6-8:00PM High School Youth Group 6-8: 00PM Grupo de jovenes de secundaria
Thurs:  12-20 NO Adoration 7:00 PM MISA
Fri: 12-21 NO Adoration Jue: 12-20 NO Adoracion
9:30AM Rosary Viernes: 12-21 NO Adoracién
3:00-4:45PM CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS 9:30 am rosario
CHOIR REHEARSAL 3:00-4:45PM NAVIDAD INFANTIL
3:00PM Bulletin Submission ENSAYO DEL CORO
Deadline 3:00 PM Envio de boletines Fecha tope
Sat: 12-22 NO Adoration Sab: 12-22 NO Adoracion
3:30-4:30PM Reconciliation 3:30-4:30PM Reconciliacion
Sun: 12-23 4 SUNDAY OF ADVENT Dom: 12-23 4 DOMINGO DIA DE ADVIENTO
7:00AM Rosary 7:.00 AM Rosario
10:30AM RCIA 10:30 AM RICA
4-6:00PM Confirmation 4-6: 00PM Confirmacion
D 9
CD CD {GRACIAS, TONY!
THANK YOU TONY!

A BIG THANK YOU to Tony Cunningham for building a

new front for the Aquinas Center stage.

He designed the project, built it, and painted it, and it
looks wonderful!

Thank you so much, Tony, for all the time and work you
put into this project.

The final stage upgrading will be completed before the
Centennial celebration.

J

MUCHAS GRACIAS a Tony Cunningham por construir un
nuevo frente para el escenario del Centro de Aquino.
El disefi6 el proyecto, lo construyd y lo pint, jy se ve
maravilloso!
Muchas gracias, Tony, por todo el tiempo y el trabajo que
has puesto en este proyecto.
La actualizacion de la etapa final se completara antes de la
celebracién del Centenario.
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FAMILY & MORE

FAMILIA Y MAS
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He told those who had an abundance of
clothes or food that they should share with
those less fortunate.

lDirections: Circle the things vou share with others. I

Youth Christmas Choir

Lisa Boyd is organizing the choir for children and
teenagers from third grade through high school.
They will sing on
Christmas Eve at the 5:00pm mass.
They will have practice in the church on:

Wednesday Dec. 11, 4:00-5:00pm

.
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He told them to be honest and be satisfied with
what they have.

We always seem to want more than what we have.What
are some things that you do not need, but you want?

Directions:

l Directions: ~ What do you think a poor child might actually need?

Coro de navidad juvenil

Lisa Boyd esté organizando el coro para nifios y ado-
lescentes desde el tercer grado hasta la escuela
ecundaria.
Cantaran en Nochebuena en la

misa de 5:00 pm.
Tendran préctica en la iglesia sobre:
Miércoles 11 de diciembre, 4: 00-5:00PM

Wednesday Dec. 19, 4:45-5:45pm S L ' Miércoles 19 de diciembre, 4: 45-5: 45pm
Friday Dec. 21, 3:00-4:30pm i R T A\ Viernes 21 de diciembre, 3: 00-4: 30pm
Lisa Boyd 805-766-6042 et N Lisa Boyd 805-766-6042
DID YOU KNOW? 4 SABIA USTED?

Thanksgiving and Christmas are popular travel times, as people gather with family and friends to celebrate the
holidays. For many people, that means trading in the routines and established safety practices of home for time
spentin a hotel. If you and your children are staying in a hotel, take a few minutes to go over the escape route in
the event of a fire or emergency. Show your children how to dial out from the room —to call 911. For a copy of the
complete VIRTUS® article “Family Travel and Vacation Safety (Are We There Yet?)" click here.

El Dia de Accion de Gracias y la Navidad son épocas de viaje, ya que las personas se retinen con familiares y amigos para celebrar las
fiestas. Muchas personas alteran las rutinas y las practicas de seguridad establecidas en el hogar durante el tiempo que pasan en un hotel
Si usted y sus hijos se alojan en un hotel, tomese unos minutos para repasar una ruta de escape en caso de incendio o emergencia.
Muestre a sus hijos como marcar desde el cuarto para llamar al 911. Para obtener una copia del articulo completo de VIRTUS® “Family
Travel and Vacation Safety (Are We There Yet?)" (Seguridad en viajes y vacaciones familiares ¢ Ya llegamos?), Visite http://www.la-

i .0rg 'ages/VIRTUS-Current-Online-Articles.aspx.
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PARISH INFORMATION

INFORMACION DE LA PARROQUIA

REMEMBER OUR DECEASED

Please pray for the peaceful repose of the soul of long time parishioner, Dela Ramirez
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy
of God, rest in peace.
Amen
Please keep Dela, her family and friends in your prayers.

—j

DAILY MASS INTENTIONS

Sunday Dec 16 9:30AM Frances Fodera }
Monday Dec 17 9:00AM Julia Coscarelli T
Tuesday Dec 18 9:00AM Marlan Kurzweill 1
Wednesday Dec19 9:00AM Charles Coscarellit
Thursday Dec20 9:00AM Richard Kurzweil t
Friday Dec 21 9:00AM Emma Nuila
Saturday Dec22 8:00AM Al Gonelli t

5:00PM Conny Kurtenbach {

By: Ivan & Katarina Matesevac
By: Chuck Coscarelli

By: Virginia Mc Carthy

By: Chuck Coscarelli

By: Virginia Mc Carthy

By: Virginia Mc Carthy

By: Ed Kurtenbach

By: Ed Kurtenbach

THE BEST ADVENT EVER

A Special Christmas Gift for All

We all want to be happy, but there is a single lie that is preventing
billions of people from experiencing lasting happiness—and many
don't even realize it. When you come to Mass this Christmas, you'll
receive a copy of the book The Biggest Lie in the History of Christiani-
ty. This special gift from our parish will empower you to overcome the
lie so that you can experience more happiness than you ever thought
possible.

Advent is a time to prepare our hearts for Christmas, but we often get
distracted and busy. Don't let this Advent pass you by. Slow down
and focus on what really matters most with BEST ADVENT
EVER. Each day, you'll receive an email with short inspirational
videos from Dynamic Catholic, practical tips for your everyday life,
and real-life stories to encourage you in your faith journey.

All you have to do is sign up at BESTADVENTEVER.COM.

Blessings,
Deacon Phil
deaconphil@stacojai.org 805-276-3799

El mejor advenimiento

Un regalo especial de Navidad para todos

Todos queremos ser felices, pero hay una sola mentira que impide
que miles de millones de personas experimenten una felicidad du-
radera, y muchos ni siquiera se dan cuenta. Cuando vengas a misa
esta Navidad, recibirds una copia del libro La mentira més grande en
la historia del cristianismo. Este regalo especial de nuestra parroquia
te permitira superar la mentira para que puedas experimentar mas
felicidad de la que nunca creiste posible.

El Adviento es un momento para preparar nuestros corazones para
la Navidad, pero a menudo nos distraemos y nos ocupamos. No
dejes pasar este Adviento. Disminuya la velocidad y concéntrese en
lo que realmente importa mas con BEST ADVENT SIEMPRE. Cada
dia, recibirés un correo electrénico con una breve inspir-
acion Videos de Dynamic Catholic, consejos practicos para tu vida
diaria e historias de la vida real para animarte en tu viaje de fe.
Todo lo que tiene que hacer es registrarse en
BESTADVENTEVER.COM.

Blessings,
Deacon Phil
deaconphil@stacojai.org 805-276-3799
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