ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC CHURCH

185 St. Thomas Drive, Ojai, California 93023 805-646-4338 FAX 805-646-5928
Office Hours Monday-Friday 9:00AM-5:00PM
WEBSITE STACOJALLORG  FACEBOOK.COM/STACOJAI  FACEBOOK.COM/STACKIDS

Served by the Augustinians
Pastor Father Kirk Davis O.S.A.
Associate Pastor Father Fernando Lopez O.S.A.,
and Deacon Phil Nelson

LITURGIES
Sunday Masses

SATURDAY EVENING VIGILS
English 5:00PM & Spanish 6:30PM

SUNDAY MORNING
English 7:30AM & 9:30AM
Spanish 11:30AM

WEEKDAYS
M-F 9:00AM
Saturday 8AM

December 27, 2020

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturdays 3:30PM - 4:30PM

EXPOSITION AND ADORATION
Of the Blessed Sacrament
Friday 9:30AM-10:30PM

nc. - Photos: © royaltystockphoto/Fotolia, © jurand/Fotolia

PRAYER LINE
Contact Parish Office
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WEDDINGS
Contact Parish Office

BAPTISMS
English: Dn. Phil Nelson

Spanish: Fr. Fernando Lopez OSA The HOIH quily Of
FUNERALS ] esus, Mdl'y 4 and ] Oseph

Contact Parish Office
The child grew and became strong,
PRIVATE PRAYER filled with wisdom;
Church open Mon-Sat .
10AM-4PM and the favor of God was upon him.
Luke 2:40
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December 27,2020
Letter from Fr Kirk

|

‘Happy New Year one and alll May 2021
prove to be slightly less ‘interesting’ than
2020 | pray you are all keeping safe and
warm, and that the joy of the Christmas season continues to
warm your hearts and lift your spirits in the face of so many
ongoing challenges we continue to face. One way | have kept
my own spirits bright through the past couple of months has
been to look to the future when we can get back to some
semblance of normal, resume celebrating Mass and other
sacraments inside our church, and return to marking special
events in the life of the parish community by gathering to break
bread and raise a glass in celebration. In preparation for all of
these things, you will notice quite a bit of activity around the
parish campus. The Aquinas Center has been given a deep
cleaning and de-cluttering. The renovation of the old youth
room is underway after many years of discussion. The
baptistry has been fitted with a new entry door in preparation
for it to continue as our reconciliation room. Let's begin the
new year with prayers that the pandemic might be put behind
us quickly, and that we can be enjoying our wonderful facilities
again very soon.

27 de diciembre de 2020
Carta del P. Kirk

iFeliz Afio Nuevo uno y todo! Mayo 2021 demostrar ser un
poco menos 'interesante’ que 2020!! Ruego que todos se
mantengan seguros y calidos, y que la alegria de la época
navidefia siga calentando sus corazones y elevando sus
espiritus frente a tantos desafios continuos que seguimos
enfrentando. Una manera en que he mantenido mi propio
espiritu brillante durante los Ultimos meses ha sido mirar al
futuro cuando podemos volver a alguna semblanza de lo
normal, reanudar la misa y otros sacramentos dentro de
nuestra iglesia, y volver a marcar eventos especiales en la

vida de la comunidad parroquial reuniéndonos para romper el
pan y levantar una copa en celebracion. En preparacién para
todas estas cosas, usted notara un poco de actividad alrededor
del campus parroquial. El Centro de Aquino ha recibido una
profunda limpieza y desaglomeracién. La renovacion de la
antigua sala juvenil estd en marcha después de muchos afios
de discusion. El baptisterio ha sido equipado con una nueva
puerta de entrada en preparacién para que continle como
nuestra sala de reconciliacién. Comencemos el nuevo afio con
oraciones para que la pandemia se deje atras rapidamente, y
que podamos estar disfrutando de nuestras maravillosas in-
stalaciones de nuevo muy pronto.

¥ the donations, we are able to provide a ham or
¥ a turkey, rolls, pies as well as laundry

¥ detergent, shampoo and toothpaste due to
¥ everyone's donations. We appreciate your

¥ Generosity. You are all blessings and I know
¥ you will be rewarded in heaven.

: St Vincent de Paul conference
M Thanks for helping us, Bonnie
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IC:;rO (:(SWIE eace, Paz y bien,

' P. Kirk
\AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALAAAAAAAAAAAALAALAADAD
: St Vincent de Paul Conference N MUCHM Conferencia de :
v Thank you to all those who came ﬁ‘;é;f it | ‘ San Vicente de Padl ‘ v
4 out and helped bag, delivered - 'ﬁmm% Gracias a todos los que salieron ¢
 J food to those in need, your help A y ayudaron a embolsar, )
0 is very appreciated and for all of entregaron comida a los nece- @

sitados, su ayuda es muy apreciada y por todas ¢
las donaciones. Somos capaces de proporcionar @
un jamén o un pavo, rollos, pastel, asi como e
ropa detergente, champl y pasta de dientes ¢
debido a las donaciones de todos. Agradecemos @
su gener'osidad, todos ustedes son bendiciones ¢
y sé que serdn recompensados en el cielo.

Conferencia de San Vicente de Pall

4
\ 4
Gracias por ayudarnos. Bonnie :
4

CHILDREN OF ETERNITY
You are children of eternity. Your immortal crown
awaits you, to reward your duty and love. You may indeed sow
here in tears, but you may be sure there to reap in joy.
—St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

HIJOS DE LA ETERNIDAD
Ustedes son hijos de la eternidad. Sus coronas
inmortales los estan esperando, para recompensarlos por el
cumplimiento de su deber y su amor. Pueden ciertamente
sembrar aqui en lagrimas, pero pueden estar seguros que
cosecharan all en alegria. —Sta. Elizabeth Ann Seton
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Family Sacramental Preparation Mass

Please attend regular Mass either
9:30AM or 11:30 AM
on Sunday and then the video is available to
view on
https://www.facebook.com/STACojai

Misa de preparacion
sacramental familiar

Por favor, asista a la misa regular ya sea
9:30AM o 11:30 AM el domingo y luego el video
esta disponible para ver en
https://www.facebook.com/STACojai

Your legacy to St. Thomas Parish

Your legacy to St. Thomas Parish Did you know that you
can make a gift to St. Thomas by naming it as a
beneficiary in your will, trust or retirement account? Such
a gift is not difficult or costly to arrange. But it would
support the parish in its mission to evangelize and bless
future generations of parishioners. Questions?

Call the rectory at 805-646-4338.

Su legado a la Parroquia de Santo Tomas

Su legado a la Parroquia de Santo Tomas ¢ Sabias que
puedes hacer un regalo a Santo Tomas nombrandolo
como beneficiario en tu cuenta de voluntad, fideicomiso
0 jubilacién? Tal regalo no es dificil o costoso de
organizar. Pero apoyaria a la parroquia en su misién de
evangelizar y bendecir a las generaciones futuras de
feligreses. ¢ Preguntas? Llame a la rectoria al
805-646-4338.

60D'S WORD FOR CHILDREN

The scriptures tell us that Mary and Joseph
took Jesus home to the town of Nazareth,
where he grew and became strong and wise.
Circle all the living things below that can grow!

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph

As children of God, we want people to see certain traits in us.
Some of the qualities we should strive to practice are listed here.
Work to fit them in the crossword.

Some letters have been written in to help you.

gentleness
compassion
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TODAY’S READINGS LECTURAS DE HOY
First Reading — Those who honor their parents will be greatly Primera lectura — Los que honran a sus padres recibiran
blessed and will atone for sins bendiciones y pagaran sus pecados (Siracide 3:
(Sirach 3:2-6,12-14) or Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3. 3-7, 14-17) 6 Génesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3.
Psalm — Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his Salmo — Dichoso el que teme al Sefior, y sigue sus caminos
ways (Psalm 128) or Psalm 105. (Salmo 128 [127]) 6 Salmo 105 (104).
Second Reading — Be thankful; do everything in the name of Segunda lectura — Vivan una vida de amor sincero, sean
the Lord Jesus (Colossians 3:12-21 [12-17]) or Hebrews 11:8, agradecidos, hagan todo en el nombre del Sefior JesUs
11-12, 17-19. (Colosenses 3:12-21) 6 Hebreos 11:8, 11-12, 17-19.
Gospel — The child grew and became strong, filled with wis- Evangelio — Maria y José llevan a JesUs al templo para
dom (Luke 2:22-40 [22, 39-40]) consagrarlo al Sefior (Lucas 2:22-40 [22, 39-40]
READINGS FOR THE WEEK LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA
Monday: 1Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8: Mt:13-18 Lunes: 1Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Sal 124 (123):2-5, 7b-8: Mt:13-18
Tuesday: 1Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35 Martes: 1Jn 2:3-11; Sal 96 (95):1-3, 5b-6; L¢ 2:22-35
Wednesday:  1Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-10; Lk 2:36-40 Miércoles: 1Jn 2:12-17; Sal 96: (95)7-10; Lc 2:36-40
Thursday: 1Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18 Jueves: 1Jn 2:18-21; Sal 96 (95):1-2, 11-13; dn 1:1-18
Friday: Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7; Viernes: Nm 6:22-27; Sal 67 (66):2-3, 5, 6, 8;
Lk 2:16-21 Gal 4:4-7; Lc 2:16-21
Saturday: 1Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 1:19-28 Sabado: 1Jn 2:22-28; Sal 98 (97):1-4; Jn 1:19-28
Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13; Domingo:  Is 60:1-6; Sal 72 (71):1-2, 7-8, 10-13;
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 Ef 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES SANTOS Y OTRAS CELEBRACIONES
Sunday: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph Domingo: La Sagrada Familia de Jesus, Maria y José
Monday: The Holy Innocents Lunes: Los Santos Inocentes
Tuesday: Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativity Martes: Quinto dia de la Octava de Navidad;
of the Lord; St. Thomas Becket Santo Tomas Becket
Wednesday:  Sixth Day within the Octave of the Nativity Miércoles: Sexto dia de la Octava de Navidad
of the Lord Jueves: Séptimo dia de la Octava de Navidad;
Thursday: Seventh Day within the Octave of the San Silvestre [; Vispera del Afio Nuevo
Nativity of the Lord; St. Sylvester I; Viernes: Octava de la Navidad; Afio Nuevo
New Year's Eve Santa Maria, Madre de Dios;
Friday: The Octave of the Nativity of the Lord; Jornada Mundial de Oracion por la Paz;
Mary, the Holy Mother of God; Primer viernes
World Day of Prayer for Peace; Sabado: San Basilio Magno y san Gregorio Nacianceno;
New Year's Day; First Friday Primer sébado
Saturday: Ss. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen;
First Saturday
i o, T DAILY MASS INTENTIONS
i Saturday Dec 26 5:00 PM
i Sunday Dec 27 9:30AM  Dick Mclntosh By: John & Joan McNeil
i Monday Dec 28 9:.00AM  Marie Coscarelli T By: Charles Coscarelli
i Tuesday Dec 29 9:.00 AM  Arthur Dugoni T By: John & Joan McNeil
i Wednesday Dec 30 9:00 AM  Mary Burright t By: Sebek Family
i Thursday Dec 31 9.00AM  Fred Pérez t By: Connie Rimpa
i _ Friday Jan 01 9:00 AM
i N\ 7 | Saturday Jan 02 8:.00AM  Josephine Nocerot  By: Charles Coscarelli
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Pastor, Father Kirk Davis, O.S.A.
Associate Pastor, Fernando Lopez, O.S.A.
Deacon Phil Nelson

Parish Office/Bookkeeper, Kathleen Lansing

Religious Education, Aina Yates
R.C.I.A,, Sr. Rachel Yourgules
Bulletin Editor, Rubeena Estrada
Facilities & Grounds, Max Pineda
Aquinas Center & Facility Rental
Bereavement, Paula Clark
Communion to the Sick, Steve Barrack
Family to Family, Marie Maier
Finance Council, Dan Reid

Liturgy Committee, Deacon Phil
Pastoral Council, Randy Wells

St Vincent de Pauls, Bonnie Patton
Share the Harvest, Tina Ford

PARISH STAFF & PARISH DIRECTORY

805-646-4338 X105
805-646-4338 X103
805-276-3799

805-646-4338 X101
805-646-4338 X111
805-646-4338 X110
805-646-4338 X109
805-646-4338 X106
805-646-4338 X101
805-646-4338 X108

805-646-5980
805-646-4338 X102
805-276-3799
805-901-3623
805-646-4338 X 104
805-645-4338 X 112

BULLETIN DEADLINES

frkirk@stacojai.org
frfernando@stacojai.org
deaconphil@stacojai.org
office@stacojai.org
aina@stacojai.org
rachelheartsup@aol.com
bulletin@stacojai.org
office@stacojai.org
office@stacojai.org
paulafclarke@yahoo.com
stephenpbarrack@gmail.com
maminojai@gmail.com
ojaireid@gmail.com
deaconphil@stacojai.org

btford80@gmail.com

Please submit your bulletin requests to the office or by email to bulletin@stacojai.org by 3:00PM Friday
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DECEMBER 20, 2020

When we think of today’s Gospel, the image of this meeting
between the Angel Gabriel and Mary by Fra Angelico (1440—
1445) likely comes to mind. In this fresco, Gabriel and Mary
are outside sitting among the columns, and Gabriel, with his
big wings and hands crossed, gazes upon Mary and gestures
towards her. She is well dressed in a traditional blue garment,
and though her face shows shock, her folded hands model
submission and humility. This work of art is so beautifully
executed that we can miss some of its finer details. Similarly,
because the Gospel scene is so familiar, we can forget to
take in its small details. A few years ago, this author found a
children’s book called “The Nativity” illustrated by Julie Vivas.
Because her drawings were so fresh and charming and simple,
she invited new perspective on the story.

LOOKING AGAIN
Luke says that Mary “was greatly troubled at what was said
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.” She asks,
“How can this be?” These questions don’t fit with how Fra

Angelico positioned Gabriel and Mary. In the Vivas illustra-
tions, the Angel Gabriel sits down with battered wings and 4
balding head and has a cup of coffee with Mary as the two of
them try to figure it out together. The text is the same, but thg
message conveyed is different. There is a different degree of
comfort and familiarity to these illustrations.

This “having a cup of coffee” is something we need td
learn to do with the scriptures and with our lives. After this
event, pregnant Mary traveled into the hill country to be with
Elizabeth; an older, wiser, mentor—a mother figure. She spent
three months there reflecting and preparing for the birth of
her child. In this final week of Advent, take a few moments td
find a Gabriel/Mary or an Elizabeth/Mary moment and rea
the Christmas readings again to see what you might havq
overlooked, and to find a new way for Christ to dwell in you

Today’s Readings: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b—12, 14a, 16;
Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38

Copyright © 2020, J. S. Paluch Company, Inc., 3708 River Road, Suite 400,
Eranklin Park, IL_60131-2158 1 800 621-5197_With Ecclesiastical Approbation.
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Special Celebrations in
December 2020

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Saturday, December 12
Mass in Spanish 6:30PM

Extended Reconciliation Hours
Saturday, December 12
2 - 4:30PM

Christmas Eve
Thursday, December 24
Family Mass in English 5:00PM
6:30PM Bl?ngual

Christmas Day
Friday, December 25
Mass in English. 9:30AM
Mass in Spanish 11:30AM

Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Vigil Mass December 31
6:30PM - Bilingual
Mass in English  January 1- 9:30AM
Mass in Spanish  January 1 - 11:30AM
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Celebraciones especiales en
diciembre de 2020

Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe
Sdbado 12 de diciembre
Misa en espaiiol 6:30PM

Horario de reconciliacién ampliado
Sdbado 12 de diciembre
2 - 4:30PM

Nochebuena
Jueves 24 de diciembre
Familiar en inglés 5:00PM
Misa en espanol 6:30PM

Dia de Navidad
Viernes 25 de diciembre
Misa en inglés. 9:30AM
Misa en espafiiol 11:30AM

Solemnidad de la Santisima Virgen Maria
Vigil Mass 31 de diciembre
6:30PM - " Bilinguista
Misa en Inglés 1 de enero - 9:30AM
Misa en Espafiol 1 de Enero - 11:30AM

R R R R R I R R R R I R R R R R
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HOMESLESS SHELTER- UPDATE

The Ojai Valley Homeless Shelter will be full time at The
Grange in Oak View this season. With the Covid restrictions
we are trying to keep the clients as well as those who work in
the shelter as safe as possible.

As in the past, St. Thomas Aquinas was responsible for
providing dinner, lunch. and breakfast for the shelter.

We will continue to provide those meals on Tuesdays. They
will be made at the church hall and taken to the Grange for the
clients to eat. | would like to thank everyone in the past who
has helped and volunteered their time to help the homeless in
Ojai.

Hopefully, we will get past the Covid Virus and next year
provide our services as in the past. We have a core of great
cooks that | hope will continue to provide meals. If you would
like to assist with the meal preparation, please contact me
and | will coordinate the dates and times for the meal
preparation.

Rod Smith (805) 320-3578

HOGARLESS SHELTER- ACTUALIZAR

El Ojai Valley Homeless Shelter estara a tiempo completo en
The Grange en Oak View esta temporada. Con las
restricciones de Covid estamos tratando de mantener a los
clientes, asi como a aquellos que trabajan en el refugio lo mas
seguro posible. Como en el pasado, Santo Tomas de Aquino
era responsable de proporcionar la cena, el almuerzo. y el
desayuno para el refugio. Continuaremos proporcionando
esas comidas los martes. Se harén en el salon de la iglesia y
se llevaran al Grange para que los clientes coman.

Me gustaria dar las gracias a todos en el pasado que han
ayudado y ofrecido su tiempo para ayudar a los sin techo en
Ojai. Con suerte, vamos a superar el virus Covid y el préximo
afo proporcionar nuestros servicios como en el pasado.
Tenemos un nucleo de grandes cocineros que espero que
continden proporcionando comidas. Si desea ayudar con la
preparacion de la comida, por favor pongase en contacto
conmigo y yo coordinaré las fechas y horas para la
preparacion de la comida.

Rod Smith  (805) 320-3578
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL'S PANTRY
Saturday, November 21, 2020

We have served 300 familes this month and served 2127 individuals just with fhe paniry on the 3rd Saturday of each month.
Share e Harvest, we have been serving around 85 famiies a month and for the Pop Ups.
Food Share we will be going frough December 10:00am o 12:30pm every Monday.
We can still use help bagging and handing out packages, please be fhere by 8:00 am and for bagging 2:30pm on the Friday before.
We are very grateful for all fhe donations and for any money donated, which can be dropped off at fhe church
office or put fwough the mai slot by the office door. Thark you fo all who have heiped and prayed for us in anyway.
You have been a part of heiping those in need and | know you will be rewarded in heaven, Bonnie.

The pantry is in much need of the following Items:
Canned foods: veggies, fruit, tuna, spam, chicken, ham..etc.
Paper towels, toilet paper, cereal of all kinds, pasta of all kinds, rice, beans, jam, jelly,
peanut butter, crackers, soups. Baby products are also in need, Diapers of any size,
Canned and non-perishable needed as well.

We need volunteers to help bag on the Friday at 2:30PM before and help distribute on Saturday 8:00 AM.

Monies donations: Please make checks out fo: “ST VINCENT DE PAULS" and place it in a
CLEARLY MARKED ENVEL OPE and drop off your envelope at the church office.

WE NEED DONATIONS and VOLUNTEERS

Hroteelns Seniors
NOTIANWICR
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